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on of the question under the new rule; which 
is that, aiter the ordering of the main question, || 
say member may ask a division of a question | 
which involves two propositions. 





wi 


The SPEAKER. In what way does the gen- | 
leman desire to have the question divided ? 
Vir. JOHN COCHRANE. I want a vote upon || 
the reference to the committee, and one on the || 
proposition to allow that committee to report at || 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. There are two 
separate propositions. = 

The SPEAKER. The question will be divided. 
The Chair will first put the question on the mo- 
tion to refer and print. : 

Mr. HICKMAN. I will say, in reply to the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Burnertrt,] that, 
so far as 1 am individually@oncerned, [ am per- 
foctly willing toaccede to the request that he makes, 
that when the report shall be made from the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, it shall be postponed for 
two or three days and printed, in order t atevery 
gentleman shall have an opportunity toexamine it. 

Mr. BURNETT. Very well, sir; with the 
understanding that we are to have an opportunity 
of discussing the matter, I withdraw the call for 
the yeas and nays on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
for a division of the question. 

The SPEAKER. As a division of the ques- 
tion is called for, which the Chair decides to be 
in order under the amended rules, the first ques- 
tion will be on referring the message to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and ordering it to be 

rinted. 

The question was taken; and that branch of | 
Mr. SuerMan’s motion was agreed to. 

The question recurred on the latter branch of | 
the motion, to give the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary power to report at any time. 

Mr. BRANC I understood the chairman | 
of the Committee on the Judiciary to intimate 
that he would report the message back at a very 
one day, and put itin a position where it can | 


any tuume. - : oar. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Oh, that is not divisible. 


I insist on my call 











iscussed. | 
| 
| 


i} 


Mr. HICKMAN. We shall certainly not be 
disposed to delay a report. So far as [ am con- || 
cerned, I shall desire to report at as early a day || 
as possible, and to give gentlemen an opportunity || 
to be heard upon the subject. 

Mr. BRANCH. Then, I will make no point 
of order on the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio, in the hope that the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary will report the message back at an early || 
day, and that we shall have an opportunity to dis- 
cuss it. 

The question was taken on the latter branch of 
Mr. Suzrman’s motion; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the motion was agreed to; and also 
i to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
anie, 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN obtained the floor. 


PRINTING OF THE KANSAS BILL. 


Mr. GROW. I beg the gentleman to yield to || 
me for a moment that I may ask for an order of | 
¢ House in which members on all sides are in- | 


i 
terested. It is that the bill for the admission of | 


| 








Kansas, with the majority and minority reports, 

and the Wyandotte Canmectauan may te printed; 

. that, when the bill fomes up on Tuesday, gen- | 
— may have the whole matter before them. | 
“lr. CLARK, of Missouri. I hope there will || 


be no objection to that. 

here being no objection, it was so ordered. || 
UNDELIVERED LETTERS. 

Mr. COLFAX, 


of the 


. gentleman from Ohio, to enter a motion to 
ee the vote by which a bill (S, No. 302) 
the post office was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads yesterday. The 


91 


THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOH 





|commit the bill 
| Lands. 
Mr. STOUT. I will state to the House thatthe | 


| for their survey. 


I desire, with the permission || 


on to the return of undelivered letters in by which the bill was 
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committee have considered the bill, and will bring 
it before the House at an early moment. 

The motion to reconsider was entered, and 
passed over for the present. 


PRINTING FOR THE TOUSE. 


Mr. HINDMAN, by unanimous consent, sub- | 


mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agrecd to: 


Resolved, That the Superintendent of the Public Printing | 


be, and is hereby, directed to furnish to this House an esti- 


mate of the cost of the printing ordered by the House of | 
| Representatives since the commencement of the present 
| session, specifying the amount of each order and including 
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N C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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Mr. ELIOT. Task the consent of the House 

| to report from the Committee on Commerce a bill 
to prohibit the Chinese coolie trade, by citizens of 

, the United States, in American vessels. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I object. 
| Mr, ELIOT. I hope there will be no objection. 
|| My object is to ask that the bill be made a specia) 
|| order for this day four weeks. 
| Mr. SHERMAN. I must objectto that. I 
, move that the rules be suspended, and that the 
| House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
i! Whole on the state of the Union. 


| THE CHINESE COOLIE TRADR. 
i 
| 
i 
| 


any executive printing that may have been done by the | 


Hceuse Printer. 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN, by unanimous consent, re- || 
sorted back from the Committee of Ways and | 
feans the bill of the House making appropria- | 


tions for the consular and diplomatic service of 
the Government for the year ending June 30, 1861, 
with the Senate amendments thereto; which was 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union, and, with the amendments of 
the Senate, ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM If. HOOPER. 


Mr. SHERMAN also, by unanimous consent, | 


reported back the joint resolution (H. R. No. 24) 
authorizing the refunding of certain moncys ex- 
pended by William H. Hooper, while Secretary 
of the Territory of Utah, with the recommenda- 


tion that it be referred to the Committee on Ter- | 


ritories. 
It was so referred. 
SELECTION OF OREGON LANDS. 


Mr. VANDEVER. 


tion. I call upa motion to reconsider the yote by 


which the House the other day referred to the | 


Committee on Public Lands a bill granting to the 


Governor of Oregon longer time within which to | 
| select certain lands donated to that State by the act || 


by which she was admitted intothe Union. I desire 
that the House shall pass the motion to reconsider; 


and then, as it isa matter about which there is no | 


controversy, I hope, after a short explanation by 
the gentleman from Oregon, the House will allow 
the bill to he put on its passage. 

The title of the bill was read, as follows: 

A bill (H.R. No. 177) to extend the time within 
which the Governor of the State of Oregon shall 
select lands, as provided in the act for the admis- 
sion of Oregon. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 


The question then recurred on the motion to 


object of this bill is merel y toextend the time within 
which the Governor of Oregon may select certain 
lands, donated for a university and other public 


purposes, in the act for the admission of the State. | 
| That act provided that the lands should be se- 
| lected within one year; but it did not provide for 
| having the lands surveyed,and they have not been | 
surveyed, nor has any appropriation yet been made | 
hey cannot, of course, be se- | 


lected until the Government has had them sur- 
veyed. I hope there will be no objection to put- 
ting the bill on its passage. 

The motion to commit was disagreed to. 


The bill was read. It provides that the time 
fixed by the fourth section of the act entitled 
‘An act for the admission of Oregon into the 
Union,”’ approved February 14, 1859, for select- 


ing certain lands therein donated, shal! be ex- || 


tended to three years from the date of the passage 
of said act. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. ; 

r, STOUT moved to reconsider the motion 
assed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be aid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


I rise to See mo- | 


to the Committee on Public | 


| PAY OF PURSERS. 
| Mr. MORSE. 


I rise to a privileged question. 
I move to reconsider the vote by which the House 
| this morning referred a bill regulating the sea- 
|| service pay of pursers in the Navy to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
My object is not to have the motion to reconsider 
disposed of now, but to have it entered, and after 
waiting a reasonable time, to enable every member 
to read the bill and report after they shall havebeen 
| printed—say a week or ten days—to call up the 
motion and ask the House to pass the bill. Itis 
a bill to which there can be no possible objection. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
|| lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
|| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise to a ques- 
|| of order. The gentleman from Illinois did not 
|| have the floor to make the motion to lay the mo- 
| tion to reconsider on the table. 
|| The SPEAKER, The motion to reconsider 
| has been entered, but cannot be acted upon at this 
| time. ‘The question is on the motion of the gen- 


| tleman froni Ohio to go into the Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union. 
| The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. The gentleman from Mas- 
| sachusetts appeals to me to withdraw my objec- 
|| tion to the reporting of his bill relative to the 
'| Coolie trade. If no one else objects, I will with- 
|| draw my objection. 

Mr. BURNETT. [I object. The House has 
already voted to go into the Committee of the 
|| Whole on the state of the Union, and nothing is 
|| in order in the House. 
| The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
'| House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Erneriper 
| in the cham.) 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


|| Mr.SHERMAN. I move that the committee 

now take up for consideration House bil] No. 499, 
to supply delictencies in the appropriations for 
the year ending June 30, 1860; and that the first 
reading of the bill be dispensed with. 
|| The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was accordingly taken up, and the first 
reading dispensed with. 
|| Mr. MON'TGOMERY obtained the floor, and 
| addressed the committee in reply to the speech* 
| made some days since by Mr. Curry, relative to 
| the doctrine of squatter sovereignty and the claims 
| of Senator Doveras as the candidate of the Dem- 
| ocratic party in the ensuing presidential election. 
| [His remarks will be published in the Appendix.} 

Just before the close of Mr. Monrcomerr’s 
hour, 

Mr. HILL said: I desire to make a proposi- 
|| tion to extend the time of the gentleman from 
|| Pennsylvania,as he has been so much interrupted. 
'| The same thing was done in the case of Mr. 
‘| Curry, the other day, and I think that it would 
|| be but fair. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I believe the hour of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania is out, and I claim the 


| floor. 
| "TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Penn- 
| sylvania has one minute longer. 

| “Mr. HILL. Will not the gentleman from Ilt- 


| nois allow him a short time longer? 
Mr. MONTGOMERY. I trust the gentleman 
from Illinois will allow me to go on. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. 


If it can be understood that 
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committee, and not for the Chair. 
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J} shall have the floor when the gentleman from 








Pennsylvania concludes, without my staying to | diana, having taken the chair as Speaker pro tem- 
claim it, the gentleman may go on as long as he || pore, Mr. Ernentce reported that the 


pleases, so far as [ am concerned. [Cries of 
** Agreed!’’ from the Democratic side of the 
~~, 
The CHAIRMAN, Is there any objection to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania being allowed 
to proceed beyond his hour? 
Mtr. CONKLING. 
The CHAIRMAN, Then the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania must go on. 
Mr. MONTGOMERY continued his remarks 
for some moments longer, when the hammer fell, 
his hour having expired. 


| 
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So the committee rose; and Mr. Davis, of In- 





ommit- 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union had |} to inure to this country, and the bill 


. ° . | 
had the Union generally under consideration, and | 


particularly a bill (H. R. No. 499) to supply de- \| 
ficiencies in the appropriations for the service of || 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1860, and had come } 


| to no conclusion thereon. 
I object. +| 


E. GEORGE SQUIER. 
Mr. HILL, by unanimous consent, from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported a bill for 


| the relief of E. George Squier, of New York; 


Mr. LOVEJOY obtained the floor. 1] 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I appeal to the gentle- 


man from Illinois to allow the gentleman from || 


Pennsylvania to proceed. He has been inter- 
rupted. 
Mr. CONKLING. It was his own fault. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Do let us allow him | 
further time. Itis but justice. Give him twenty | 
minutes longer. I do not agree with him; but I | 
do want him to go on, because it is only fair play 
that he should be allowed to do so. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I have no objection to that 
in the world. Ido not desire to address the com- | 
mittee this evening, but only to have the floor | 
when, next we go into Committee of the Whole. | 
Mr. VANDEVER. I have no disposition to | 
intrude myself upon the attention of the House | 
or the committee at any time, but there is one | 
thing in reference to this matter that should be 
guarded against, and that is this previous arrange- | 
ment in regard to farming out the floor. If a gen- 
tleman fairly gets the floor first, by addressing the 
Chair, he ought to be recognized. 
The CHAIRMAN. Is objection made to the | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania proceeding? 
Mr. CONKLING. Mr. Chairman 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New | 
York objects. 
Mr. CONKLING. No, sir. 
a remark. 
have the floor the next time the House resolves 
itself into the Committee of the Whole; and if all 
of these complications, these indirect, silent, in- | 
visible schemes, by which the floor is mortgaged | 





I want to make 





and farmed out 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New | 
York is out of order. eed 
Mr. CONKLING. Well, I will take my seat, 
if I am called to order, or will be in order. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman object 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania proceeding ? 
Mr. CONKLING. I was about to state that, 
if what I have alluded to is to take place, I do 
- know that it makes it much more $bjection- 
able 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman object 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania proceeding? 
Mr. CONKLING. Well, I was about to say 
to the Chair—which I believe is in order—that, 
if the arrangement which the gentleman from 
Illinois proposed to the Chair is to be carried 
out—and of that I want to be informed by the 
air 
The CHAIRMAN. That is a matter for the 








Mr. CONKLING. Then I want, before I with- | 
draw my objection, to understand what direction | 
the matter-is to take. 

Mr. BURNETT. There is no objection to the | 

ntleman from Illinois [Mr. Lovesor]} having | 

e floor when the gentleman from Pennsylvania | 
concludes. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there any objection to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania proceeding for | 
a few minutes, with the understanding that the | 

ntleman from Illinois shall have the floor when | 

e concludes? 
_ Mr. VANDEVER. I object. I have no ob- 
jection to the gentleman from Pennsylvania pro- 
ceeding, if the gentleman from Illinois resigns his 
pretensions to the floor. 
r some private conversation among mem- 
bers, the objection was withdrawn, and 

Mr. MONTGOMERY resumed the floor and 
closed: his speech, occupying a little more than 
half an hour. 

_Mr. McRAE moved that the committee do now | 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 


s+ pete by sn ase eer 


If the gentleman from Illinois is to | 


| 


| 


|| cent capture of two war steamers of Mexico by 


which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

And then, on motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, 


( 
House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 30, 1860. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guriey. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a communication from the President of the 
United States, in answer to the resolution of the 
Senate of the 2ist of March, requesting the Presi- 
dent to inform the Senate whether any instruc- 
tions have been given to any of the officers of the 
Navy of the United States, by which, in any 
event, the naval forces of the United States, or 
any part thereof, were to take part in the civil 
war now existing in Mexico; and whether the re- 


the naval force of the United States was done in 
pursuance of orders issued by this Government; 
and also by what authority those steamers have 
been taken in possession by the naval force of the 
United States, and the men on board made pris- 
oners, transmitting a report from the Secretary of , 
the Navy on the subject. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the communication 
be laid on the table, and printed. 

Mr. SLIDELL, I suggest its reference to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. MASON. Very well. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Why refer it? 

Mr. SLIDELL. I think it proper to refer it, 
because it involves a grave question of interna- 
tional law. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Let it be printed first, 
and let us see what it is. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Very well. 

Mr. MASON. I understand the order to print 
it will go to the Committee on Printing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will go to the 
Committee on Printing; and the message will lie 
on the table. 

CLAIMS AGAINST PARAGUAY. 


Mr. MASON. The Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations, to whom was referred a message of the 
President of the United States, inviting the atten- 
tion of Congress to the expediency of such legis- 
lation as may be deemed necessary to carry into 
effect the stipulations of the convention between 
the United States and the Republic of Paraguay, 
and in relation to the organization of the commis- 
sion therein provided for, have had the same un- 
der consideration, and instructed me to report a 
4 I ask for the present consideration of the 

ill. 

The bill (S. No. 340) to carry into effect the 
convention between the United States and the Re- 
public of Paraguay, was read the first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PEARCE. I hope the Senator will allow 
us to present petitions first. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That amounts to 
an objection. 

Mr. MASON. Lhope the Senate will allow 
me to state this: the bill provides only for the 
organization of a commission to adjudicate the 
claims of the Rhode Island Compan inst Par- 

uay, which the treaty provides shall sit in the 
city of Washington. The treaty provides further, 
that they shall sit but three months, and the ex- 
penses are to be defrayed by the two Govern- 
ments. The reason for present action, in my esti- 
mation, is, that the commissioner from Paraguay ! 





eee 








at fifteen minutes after five o’clock, p. m.,) the 









March 30, 


is here, and it would be desirable, for courts... 
well as for other reasons, that it should ni - 
at once. The whole benefit of the commission 

l 
rovides that 


the expenses incurred by the Unite States shall 


be defrayed out of the claims. 
eee it would be very safe Neagle tink, 
the Senator objects, though, I cannot ask fo e 
a eae zs 
r. CE. I shall be perfectly win; 
take up the bill after we get through tac ores : 
ation of papers. Most of us have our hands ful 
of such papers, and it is very inconvenient : 
— them. : P 
he VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair und 
stands the Senator to object for the present a 
Mr. MASON renewed his request when th 
morning business was ee a of; but M 4 
TrumBvu. objected to the consideration of th, 
bill to-day. : 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. PEARCE presented a petition of assistans 
examiners and others in the Patent Office, pray. 
ing to be paid, for the services which they have 
performed in higher grades, the same compensa- 
tion as the law allows for the duty which they 
have respectively actually performed; which was 
referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I present the petition of] 
L. Bonsall and others, citizens of Camden coun. 
ty, New Jersey, representing themselves to ho 
members of the national organization of Brother 
hood of the Union, Witherspoon Circle, No, 3 
of New Jersey, and one hundred and twenty-two 
of the Continent, and others, irrespective of part 
praying the passage of a homestead bill granting 
to every citizen able and willing to cultivate ita 
farm of one hundred and sixty acres. As a bil] 
on that subject is now pending before the Senate, 
I ask that the petition lie on the table. | will 
state that I know nothing of the order referred to; 
but I know many of the signers of the petition to 
be highly respectable and intelligent gentlemen. 

‘rhe petition was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. TRUMBULL presented papers in relation 
to the claim of John Dixon to bounty land; which 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


_ On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, 
it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Henry and G. K. Cheat- 
ham, of Arkansas, praying compensation for removing the 
raft in the Red river, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 
_ On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, 
it was 


Ordered, That the petitiongof John B. and Tpomas Jobn- 
son, praying the reimbursement of expenses incurred in de- 
fending a defective title to land from the United States, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I understand this morn- 
ing that the memorial of the Great Falls Manv- 
facturing Company, which I presented on Wed- 
nesday, has been referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. I ask, at the solicitation of the com- 
pany, that they have leave to withdraw their 
memorial from the files of the Senate. It may be 
due to the Senate to state that they ~ to pre- 
sent the memorial to the House of Representa 
tives. They have no objection to a reference 
the Committee on Claims of this body. 1 make 
this statement at their request. Pan 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair wil 
state to the Senator from Delaware that it wast’ 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
now in the custody of that committee. He can 
move to discharge the committee. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I move that the vote re- 
ferring the memorial to thJudiciary Committee 
be reconsidered. 

The motion was ed to. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Now I move that the me: 
morialists have leave to withdraw their memor 
from the Senate. j 

There being no objection, leave was grante?. 

WASHINGTON CITY RAILWAY. 

Mr. PEARCE. I desire to give notice of . 
amendment which I propose to move to a 
bill No. 201, providing for a passenger railway it 
Washington city; and as it is long, and w! 
quire volbe peiaied, and as that bill will come 'P 
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with other District business, I 
, Task to | i See 
proviso, which cannot, I think, be deemed objec i} 


to-mort 0 ’ 
| t t 1 f l j j 
OW Pp 1 , and in 1 a 


leg as 
ce place be allowed to lay the amendme 
b ahat nt on the tabl 
SS10N js id have it printed. e, || tionable. 
les th . i M 
a he motion was agree r. JOHN 

Ps shall . = jection ta its Oeied in Tennessee. = I have no ob- | principle which, if it is sustained 

“think ’ BILL INTRODUCED. the best contract oe The committee will eile 5 sought to be eattainatt by the Senate 
on, te Mr. LANE asked, and by unanimous conse Mr. POW ELL 1 can. e will involve the Gatenmen by these petitioners, 
for its obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. | Michigan, that the will state to the Senator from | million dollars. Therefor oT in not less than ten 
R. No.2) for the relief of John Anderson on | acti’ Gar hak siitaiple derie have universally | not prevail. e I trust the motion wil! 

i rate . i ‘ ’ ' : e . IRA a 
ling te State of re = was read twice by its title authorized no contract to = the session, and | Mr. PESSENDEN. What : . 
resent. and referred to the ommittee on Claims » || lowest bidder. e made except to the | r. CLAY. They are clai are the claims? 
nds fu|| NOTICE OF A BILL p Mr, CLINGMAN. D ceo which might Sia for the amount 
rw Mr. YULEE gave notice of hi : . Michigan press his iadtlihne the Senator from | faxed te of these individuals Te 7s 
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to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 288) t || ph : amend- || Mr. POWELL y 

aie a separate district upon the Pacific o cre- i} out e resolution was reported to theS : || T'was not in the S I will not press the moti 
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. AGE FROM || morning to mak : 8 requested me thi 
npensa- \r. SIMMONS, from the Commi M THE HOUSE di g tomake a motion to! - 
mmittee onCl » A messave fi SE. ischarged have the commit ’ 
ch they to whom was referred the m : alms, | ge from the Ho i ged, in order that f i — 
ch they . emorial of J , | by Mr. F use of Representati || withdrawn fi at he might have th 
ich was Boyd, praying remunerati al of Joseph K. | i, . Forney, its Clerk, « aves,’ vn from the files; but i int oe 
> eration for aiding int || House had ; erk, announced that result, direct! ie files; but if any injury is 
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aims in the case of S | A bill ' e Senate was re | Mr. C a : 
Dn t i f Susan Deca- ill (No. 243) neil equested: . AY. Th , i 
n No vera relief OF eainganiet by abill (S | ree bill CR of Cherice cecieae ie legal rep- | aa IVERSON. A ee te be a vote on it. 
i ~ ; ; e captors of the fri : ill (N erfield, deccased ; || myself. Yeste ; in justificati p 
8 to be Philadelphia. ‘The bill w a Bae eee te ee Oe oe Aanp gore’ team oo 
de Fes hadiaes as read, and passed to | ajor John Ripley; elief of the heirs of || p..¢ who is aclaim me ago, a gentle- 
other. g; and the report was o 7 A bill (1 pley; and has be im agent of this ci 
— rder ill (No. 2 ; een an ac s us city, and w 
Be. i, printed. ed to be | os ne a? for the selief of the legal rés- || ~ number of : me pa and friend of = = 
fpasty, FURNISHING NORTH WING OF THE CAP ENRO net Conak } niin—at least [have so - cea ate 
arty, ITOL. NROLLED BILLS SIGN | to have th > So esteemed him 
n § SIGNE hese —asked 
a ¥ art of Tennessee. Some days | The message also an er | order that ia” ania withdrawn from the files, in 
me + ost wile ofthe Gomnmition to A a veslabeale had signed the gap senerenees fat the Speaker \| House. That — noe them in the aihlen 
$8 Di of the Committee to Audi » || thereu . ying enrolled bills; whi || quired bat was his object, as he : 
Senate trol the Contingent Ex uditand Con- |) ; pon received the signature of 3 which | quired of him if any adv e stated. Lin- 
t 8 xpenses of the S || ident: gnature of the Vice Pres- | made in th y adverse reports | 

tit the purpose of authorizi » Senate for | : res- | nthe cases. He i s had been 
| vill re - pos , horizing that committee to h | A bill (S. No. 247 : || had not been an adv e informed me that the 
rred to: mmittee-rooms of the S é ave || C 7) for the relief adverse re re 
tition to such provided as he reve mince parlor am "A bill til marek pps sal +d oe nee ee that wh veer send ag 

uld be deemed advi i R port had t ’ 2en an adve 
lem ble and expedien med advisa- | . . R. No. 241 ant : een made, t] eet 
_ ap the resobation Py hope the Senate will take | to print on their papers a ev OeINS publishers | drawn. I therefore ee ce could not be with- 
AS . many thousands of sea coe will save | a expire, and in relation to — subscrip- | Be i report had rept — ons 
lation Th : o the Gover ers. » postageon drop || Whether : e. or 
pak € nme 5 ro any a not kno 
Bahia ee agreed to; and the “<a wameunihats P || not. The ae report has been made er 
Lands. nessee, on the ee Mr. Jounson, of Ten- Mr. POWELL See to be certain of the fact ee does not seem 
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eine Ge l as a bill. It is rough the dl discharged from their consi : || their cases any f y desire, and not press 
asin Committee now before the S and I make this moti nsideration; | ny further. Certainl , 
of the Whol e Senate | ; ion atthe requestof on; || man has put in hi inly, because 
; ment ole, and open to am || or their agent who pr quest of the parties, || | put in his papers he *e 
is morn- . end- 5 10 presented the petiti » | been referr . re, and the r 
Man Mr.MASON. I would Mr. CLAY. I trust that th - petitions. nal ae a committee, the Sees ld 
a. man of the committee sa _ 2 a chair- | oe from Kentucky will not eee: a Sen- | withdraw the a tees him, and say he pe Hi t 
. estimate of th » whether there has be | that my memory serve prevail. Ithappens || A 2m, if he chooses to with ; 
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but I do not know that | ms not be wrong in 
this. Ido not think we ought to preclude the 
parties from withdrawing papers, froni the files 


_of the Senate, when no adverse report has been 


made, simply on the presumption that the cases 
are to be acted upon, and, perhaps, adverse re- 
ports made. 

Mr. CLAY. Iam not prepared to assert that 
these particular cases have been reported upon 


adversely heretofore; but l am prepared to assert | 


that they involve the same principle with other 
cases which have been reported upon adversely 
heretofore, and those reports have received the 
approval of the Senate. I will now suggest that 


this motion be postponed, for I wish to examine | 


and sce whether these very cascs themselves have 
not been reported against heretofore, and I will, 
at the same time, move to reconsider the vote of 
yesterday, by which the order was made to with- 
draw them from the files of the Senate. I can 
make that motion, because I was present in the 
Senate when the order was made yesterday. 
Mr. POWELL. When I was requested to 
make this motion this morning, I asked the gen- 
tleman who made the request, what was the con- 
dition of these cases. I was informed by him that 


| 
, 
a part of them were in the hands of the clerk of | : a. at : : 
| \| hervchany af the Tramp. claims of this kind which have heretofore been 


the Commitice on Pensions, and perhaps some of 


them in the hands of the Senator from Alabama. | 
L really know nothing about the reports that have | 


been made upon them; and I made the motion in 
order that it might be brought before the Senate 
and disposed of as they saw fit. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Alabama moves to reconsider the vote of yester- 


day by which leave was given to withdraw these | 


papers from the files of the Senate. ‘There is a 
question pending, 

Mr. 1VERSON. I hope the motion to recon- 
sider will lic over until we can investigate the 
facts. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on | 


the motion of the Senator from Kentueky that 
the committee be discharged. 
Mr. CLAY. I move to postpone the consider- 
ation of that motion. 
Mr. POWELL. I withdraw it for the present, 
if the Senator desires. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills of the House of Represent- || 


atives were severally read twice by their titles, 
and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 243) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Charles Porterfield, deceased—to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


A bill (No, 246) for the relief of the heirs of || 


Major John Ripley—to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 
A bill (No. 247) for the relief of the legal rep- 


resentatives of Francis Chaudonet—to the Com- || 


mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 
CLAIMS AGAINST MEXICO. 
Mr. IVERSON. The morning hour has not 


yet expired; and although I am in favor of taking | 


up the Private Calendar, [ will respectfully ask the 
Senate to take up the bill (S. No. 112) to further 


carry out the provisions of the fifteenth section of || 


the treaty between the United States and Mexico, 
concluded on the 2d day of February, 1848. It 
will not occupy time, Of course if it does, I will 
let it goover. 1 donot wish to trench on the pri- 
vate bills by itsconsideration. I move to take itup,. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 


the Whole. It provides for the appointment of a | 


board of commissioners to receive and examine 
claims of citizens of the United States against 
Mexico, which were provided for in the treaty of 
1848, and which were not presented to, or adju- 
dicated upon their merits by, the former board. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 should like to be informed 
by the Senator from Georgia whether there isany 
fund. Before we establish this board, and create 
these offices, we ought to know whether there is 
anything to be distributed. 

r. IVERSON. I introduced a resolution at 
the last session of Congress, and another at this 
session, calling on the Secretary of the Treasury 
to let us know whether there was any amountof 
the Mexican fund unexpended; and the letter of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, sent to this House 
at this session, and which has been printed and put 
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a oT Ta ; TT Mae oo itn? tt * 
s0,according to my construction of its legal effect; I on the desks of Senators, says there are $211,000. | and it may create a difficulty w 


} ith Mexico, h.. 
I ask that the letter be read. cause we do not apply it tot 0, be. 
| Mr. HAMLIN. I move to amend this bill by || claims. Mexico Se ends semen Of the 
| striking out ‘¢ three,”’ in the fourth line of the first |) probably come again and demand that eee _ 
section, and inserting ‘‘ one;’’ so as to have but | shall be paid over to her. ° [f any of ees money 
one commissioner. I recollect very well that the \ had just claims upon the Government of Me 
last commission of which I have any distinct | which were not allowed by the board wah 
| knowledge was the one to settle the claim be- |, under the provisions of the treat of G dished 
| tween this Government and Brazil, and it con- } Hidalgo, I think they ought to be entitled alupe 


7 ' d to th 
sisted of one commissioner. money, as far as they can establ ay 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator will let || These are the peineiies on which the = clams. 
_us hear the letter of the Seeretary of the Treasury, | acted. MmMittee 
before going on with amendments, } The amendment was agreed to, 
Mr. HAMLIN. [recollect the letter very well. || Mr. HAMLIN. To make the bill h ; 
| It said the balance in the Treasury was about | | propose further to amend by strikine et 
two hundred thousand dollars. I hold it in my ) second and third lines of section two Out of the 


hand, and, with the permission of the Senate, I | « and a solicitor on the part of the Unie 


| will read it: | both.”? That will leave a commissioner 
Treasory Derartment, January 11,1860. | retary. It will then read: * the said bo 
Sir: In obedience to the resolution “ that the Secretary | missioners shall have a secretar 

of the Treasury be requested to inform the Senate what Enoiisi 1s is! | 
amount remains in the Treasury unexpended of the fund NEUSA anc Ge. 1 languages. 

| set apart by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, between the Mr. BRAGG. That matter was fully consid 
| United States and Mexico, for the payment of the claiins || ered in the committee which reported this bi Sid- 
| of American citizens,’ adopted in the Senate of the United | we came to the conclusi fi nts bill; and 
States on the 9th day of January, 1860, I have the honor to || —- ; " on, fom the past expe- 

| transmit herewith a report on the subject from the Regis- || ence of the Government in relation to this very 
| class of claims against Mexico, that Government 

counsel was necessary, I think the history of 


States 
and 8ec- 
ard of com- 
¥ Versed in the 


ter of the Treasury, in which the amount in question is 


stated to be $211,110 29. 
Lam, very respectfully, HOWELL COBB, 


| Hon. Joun C. Brecxineiper, Vice President, and Pres- | 


resented shows the necessity of such an officer 
ident of Senate of the United States. 


| By evidence of ex parte character frauds and im- 


ie : : | positions are practiced on the Treasury, I hone 
The sum is small; and to appoint three com- || the amendment will not prevail, The sum bad 


ae ae at hie compensation of $3,000 a year | to the solicitor will be small; and I think such ap 
| each, and a solicitor at $3,000, and a secretary at | officer is absolutely indispensable, in order thi: 
$2,000, will be eating up a very considerable por- | te Government may have justice done to it, and 
| tion, to say the least, of this small sum in salaries. | ¢¢ guard against fraudulent and fabricated i 
I remarked a moment since Mat the last commis- | of the character which have heretofore got in. At 


sion of which I have any recollection was a com- |! jcast, there will be some protection to the Gove 
mission to settle claims between our Government || ment if there is anofficer to examine them and the 
: 3 m and the 


' 

| \! 

1} >? ; ; i] . . . 

| and Brazil, and that was confined to a single com- |, testimony is not entirely of an ex parte character 
missioner and a single secretary. The amount of || 4; js impossible for a commissioner to do this. We 


| this fund is so smal! that I think we had better |) pad three commissioners before, and yet we know 
very well that improper claims, to a very large 


better only give him a secretary. | amount, there being no one to sift the evidence, got 


||. Mr. IVERSON. [have no objection to restrict- |! jn and were allowed; and the Governmentwes put 
| ing the number of commissioners to one. I have |) to jnfinite trouble afterwards in getting a part of 


restrict the commission to one, and I think we had || 


| only followed the example which was sct hereto- || t),¢ money back. 


| Mr. HAMLIN. Ido not believe in the neces- 
sity of a solicitor. I do not believe there is one 
| particle of necessity for him. Whoever shall con- 
_ stitute this commission will beyond all doubt bea 

lawyer. He should be such. He will be such. 
, About that there can be no doubt... It is his duty 
| to investigate these claims; it is his duty to investi- 
|| gate every part of flem; and I regard this as just 
| a place for sume individual, nothing else. I think 

I may say that in all commissions of this charac- 

ter involving less than half a million dollars, the 
| Senator cannot point to a single instance where 
| there has been a solicitor, I know of none. | 
| know of several where there were none. Itis true, 
| where the amounts are large, where they are mill- 
ions, and the means of depredation are large, and 


induce : Vv ointed solicit- 
know how many, and to what extent they go; the inducements large, we have rp 


| 
but they involve a large amount of d t | ors, and not often in those cases. ‘The solicitor in 
|) ae eee : arge amount of cocumentary || the case to which the Senator has referred did not 
_and other testimony, and it would be utterly im- |) 
| 


| 
| fore in the establishment of similar boards. | 
Mr. HAMLIN. The amounts were larger | 
| there. 

Mr. IVERSON. Thatistrue. 1 have no ob- 
|| jection to the amendment. This amount is unex- 
\| pended in the Treasury Department—a part of 

| that fund which Mexico stt apart by the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo for the payment of claims 
| of American citizens. I will state that since I | 
have been chairman of the Committee on Claims, | 
| a number of such clanhs have been presented to | 
the Senate. One is the claim of Atocha, amounting | 
}toalarge sum. Another is the claim of Com- 
| modore Porter, and that is a very large claim. 


|| Another is that of General Robinson, who has a 
| claim of some fifteen or twenty thousand dollars, 
_ and there are other claims, I understand. I do not 


g ted 

|| practicable for any committee of the Senate or || pr eo ere that was perpetra 
| House of Representatives to investigate them and || cath ooh a ges NON 
| eee a peg a aire See it was for ae rea- 

7 . gs ’ an | | bree 
_all the claims and adjudicate them upon principles “eo te AMLIN. ‘es 8 a ort ai 
_ one, because I understood the Senator from Geor- 
gia to say he copied that bill. No matter whether 
they had one or not, I repeat again this is a sim- 


} 
of law and equity; and then, if they amount to | 
more than the fund which is in the Treasury, he || 
can apportion that sum to the various claimants. || 
This bill only opens the cases to the extent of ple proposition to give a man a place, where he 
allowing the presentation of those claims that were : h 1 to a coach. 
aa : will be as useless as the fifth wheel to 
noy presented to the original board which was |! 7 pone it will be stricken out. 


established under the treaty with Mexico, or Chair must 
|| which were not decided by that board upon their || olay ae, elects aty. mene 


i Il get through 
which were presented to that board, and rejected |} ene SS st epppenn xP shall ge 


on some technical ground. We propose to let 


merits. I understand that there are some claims 
Mr. SLIDELL. [ think not. It will lead to 
some discussion, and it had better go over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will go 
over, and the Chair will take up the Private Cal- 
endar. 
JOHN LORD'S REPRESENTATIVES. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill (S. No. 224) for the relief of the heirs at law 


| judicated by thisnewcommission. Thereare some 
claims which I understand were not presented to 
1 that board of commissioners, on account of the 
|| death of the parties or other unavoidable causes. 
|| This money is in the Treasury. It belongs to the 
| claimants, if they can establish their claims to be 
| just and good against the Government of Mexico. 
‘| ‘There is no reason why it should be retained in 


| those cases, if there be any, come in and be ad- 
| 





the Treasury. It cannot be appropriated to any 


other object; it has to lie there dead altogether; || ing the bill to bee and read a third ume. 


of the late Abigail Nason, sister and devisce of 
John Lord, deceased ; the nee being on order- 
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“Mr. CLAY. 


‘on the Senate adjourned last evening. I then || 
ve 4 my objections to the bill, mainly on the | 
stale 


ore of the interest proposed to be allowed. Since 
sc : 


Sn L have examined the papers upon which the | 
then “ests, and I concur fully in what was said || 


gun? Senator from Maryland [Mr. Pearce) 
io ening, that there is no evidence whatever 
asl Cain the claim, either for principal or interest. 
On ie first place, there is no evidence at all— 
fhe that would be received in any court of jus- 


Here is a claim which is supported by the 
nce © ; 


davits of two witnesses, swearing toa factforty || 


oars after it 18 said to have transpired—one of 


whom asserts positively the existence of the fact; | 
the other that he thinks such was the fact. Then 
these witnesses purport to have sworn before a || 
‘ustice of the peace; but the character of that offi- | 


cer is not established in any way. 
of the United States. We have no sort of evi- 
dence, upon the face of the papers, that this man 
was a justice of the peace, e have no evidence 
whatever that he had the legal right to administer 
an oath. We have no evidence whatever that 


these men did take a legal oath; that they incurred || 


any of the pains and penalties of perjury; and 


that the whole testimony, as presented upon these 


Their testi- | 
mony is not authenticated according to the laws | 


apers, was not fabricated by the claimant him- | 
' 


gelf. Therefore I say tMat there is no evidence 
whatever. But admitting that the testimony was 
properly authenticated ; that the statements were 
made and sworn to before an officer, who was au- 


thorized to administer oaths; and that these men | 


did make these statements under the sanction of 
an oath, duly administered, they do not establish 
theclaim at all. Here is one witness who testi- 


fies that this man was on this vessel, and that he | 


rendered the service. He does not know that he 
was not paid for it. The other thinks he was 
there. He, in like manner, does not know that 
he did not receive any pay. Now, Iassert that it 
isa very incredible thing that this claimant should 
have been on this vessel; that he should have 


served during the time of fifteen months; that at | 


the expiration of this time others should have been 


This bill was under discussion || Fort 


paid, and that he should not; and that he should || 


have been wholly ignorant of his right to pay- 
ment, I say that it is an incredible story. 

Then there are other marks of suspicion in the 
case, He sleeps upon his rights for near forty 
years, before ce prefers any claim against the 
Government. Then there is one report in his 


favor; and after the lapse of about thirty years | 


more, there is another report in his favor. Why 
this claim slept during these thirty intermediate 
years, is wholly unexplained. 

multiplying words about it, (for it is a very small 
amount that is asked,) that the claim is wholly 
unsupported by testimony; and that, if well sup- 
ported by testimony, the payment of interest 
would be a precedent which would return con- 
stantly to annoy us, and would involve an®im- 


mense amount of moncy, such as the Treasury | 


could not discharge. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. Since the adjournment 
yesterday, | have looked at these papers. I was 
induced to do so by the doubt expressed by the 
Senator from Maryland yesterday. The Senator 
from Alabama has stated correctly that there is 
one withess who proves distinctly and directly 
the fact upon which the claim is based, and an- 
other who proves it indirectly. I have been under 
the impression that, in the action we take here, 
We are not in the habit of requiring the strictness 


I think, without | 


that is required in courts of justice. Papers are | 


Presented here by gentlemen holding seats in the 
two Houses, pur Orting to be evidence sworn to 


before a justi j >] eg: 
think the ce of the peace in their States; and [ 


thing is to 
ya of the officers who administer oaths. I take 
hs at the Senator from Maine, who reported on 

€ case at one time, is satisfied as to the true 


resumption is a fair one, that every- | 
: inferred in favor of the proper char- | 


character of the officers who administered the oath. | 


at be an objection to this case, I suppose that 
‘ar claims ean be made out in the Senate. 
af € case was first presented in 1828, forty years 
ter the service was rendered. If you take the 
proof made in the ease as genuine, I doubt not the 
fe ieee will justify any one in accounting 
w e delay, Then it establishes this fact: that 


ancestor of the os rformed fifteen 
mouths’ service for the United States as a seaman 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
j 
| 
‘ 
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ward and prove the claim. Now, the kind of ser- | 


vice that was performed here is a kind which 
would hardly ever be forgotten by anybody who 
was present. One of these witnesses says he was 


on the same vessel, performing the same service, || 
| and was taken prisoner at the same time; and he |! 
| States positively that the ancestor of this applicant 
| was with him. Now, is it possible that such facts 
as these ever could be forgotten, and that they are | 


not to be taken as proved , because the witness who 
testifies to them may have arrived at the age of 


1 


seventy-five? My understanding of the law that | 


governs memory 1s, that old transactions are best 
remembered by old persons. I take it for granted 


, 


therefore, that there can be no real doubt as to the | 
genuineness of this evidence, and as to the ser- | 


vice having been rendered; and a committee of the 
other House, in 1830, so regarded it, when these 
transactions were much more fresh than they are 
now, and reported in favor of it; and I believe 


the House of Representatives then passed a bill || 
granting to this claimant $120—cight dollars a | 


month. 


The claim has lain for thirty years. The party 


died some time afterwards. ‘Then his widow died, || 


and this claim is brought forward by the devisee. 
; Be 
That is the reason why it has sleptsolong; butif 
the claim was just when presented, the proof was 


| 


| 
| 


| 


then made out, for it is the same proof which was | 


made outin 1829 and 1830, and acted upon then, 
that the committees have ever since acted upon. 


Two or three reports have been made, all concur- || 


The last || 


ring, except on the question of interest. 


| 


committee, regarding the claim as having been | 


established in 1830, proved then, and prima facie 


recognized as such by the action of one branch of | 


Congress, considered it a debt then existing, and | 
|| hence allowed interest. 


I do not contend by any 
means that the law carries interest with it; that it 
is a case that would necessarily cayry interest. It 
isa question for the Senate to decide, whether it is 
a matter of justice that an established claim should 
carry interest. The committee thought that it 


ought to do so, and have reported the bill at ¢336, || 


$120 of which is the principal, and the balance 
the interest. That is the whole question. 
now for the Senate to decide whether they will 
allow, if they think the claim just, the additional 
$200 as interest, or whether they will allow only 
the principal. On principles of justice, I think 
the interest ought to be allowed. [do not under- 
stand that there is any established practice—cer- 
tainly no law—that governs the case. In the 
courts of justice, a claim of this kind would not, 
as a matter of law, carry interest; but in all such 
cases, as far as my observation goes, the jury is 
allowed to give interest or not; and I have never 
known them to fail todo so. On the samg prin- 
ciple of justice governing this case, the coulltiates 
have reported interest here. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
tion of interest, and to do that I move to strike 
out $336, and insert $120. I think that is the prin- 
cipal sum. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HUNTER. [move that amendment, and 
I ask for the yeas and nays on it. 
ant principle, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I think this claim, which is 


| 


| 


It is | 
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etn on - eras ois 
years afterwards two witnesses come for- || did not present his evidence at the Department, 


and get the money there? 

Mr. SIMMONS. It is all stated in the report. 
| It was reported, and passed the Senate last year, 
| I believe, without a dissenting voice. 

Mr. CLAY. I dislike to multiply so many 
words on so small a claim; and yet, as I said, it 


| involves an important principle, and one which, if 


it is adopted by the Senate, and carried out here- 
| after, will require the expenditure of more than 
| hundreds of millions of dollars, in my opinion, 
| because it is an assertion of a right to interest 

vpon a claim from the time it was preferred to 
| Congress. If it is established by the vote of the 
| Senate that that is a proper principle, and that 
interest ought to be counted from the time a claim 
is first preferred to Congress, I say you will re- 
| open all the claims that have ever been preferred; 
| because there is not probably one that has ever 

been prosecuted here where interest was puid 
| from the time of presentation. Hence it involves 
an important principle, and [ repeat, that no law- 
yer—I mean no man who has been accustomed 
| to the practice of law in any court of this coun- 
| try—can say that this claim is well sustained by 
testimony. That is my opinion. 

My friend from Rhode [sland says he thinks 
it is well made out; and yet | venture the asser- 
tion that it is sustained by the unsupported testi- 
| mony of but one witness, conceding that he made 
oath to it before a person authorized to adminis- 
ter an oath, which does not appear. The other 
witness testifies upon what he heard from the 
claimant himself. He says that he thinks he was 
there, and explains the reason, because he cate- 
chised him as to what had occurred there; and 
because the claimant evineed some knowledge of 
| what did occur there, which he might have heard 
| from another person, he thinks he wasthere. That 

igthe sum and substance of histestimony. But, 
sir, there is not a particle of evidence to sustain 
| the claim in any of the Departments. They 


| have ransacked the Navy, War, and Treasury 
| Departments, and nothing appears on file in any 
of them to support this claim. 
| Well, now, Lsubmit to the Senate whether it is 
a credible story, that this man alone, of all this 
| ship’s crew, should have been unpaid for forty 
| years; that he should not have known his rights, 
| when the rest were paid immediately; that he 
* should not have found it out until 1792; and then, 
after finding out that others had been paid, and 
| that he was entitled to payment, that he should 
| have slept on his rights until 1828 or 1829; and then 
again, that he or his heirs, after one favorable re- 
| port in Congress, should have failed to prosecute 
| the claim for more than thirty years longer? I 


|| think it is very clear that the claim is wholly un- 


I should like to try this ques- | 


It is an import- | 


| sustained by such evidence as should carry it 

| through the Senate. 

| Mr. SIMMONS. The Senator says that this 

| service is proved by but a single witness. I think 

| there are two; but suppose there was but one 
forty years after the service was rendered; sup- 


I] ew they had all died but one: I should like to 


1] 


now if there is any court that would not admit 
' that the claim was proved, if one substantial, 
credible witness swore to the fact that he was 
on board the ship with this man during fifteen 





|| months? I should like to know if any court would 


1} 


now reported by the Committee on Revolutionary 1] 


Claims, was before the Committee on Claims last | 


case. So far as any doubt may have been thrown 
by the debate on the propriety of making the al- 
lowance for the wages, I think that any one who 
will take thegains to examine the papers will see 
that it is as distinctly proved as it is possible for 
an event of that length of time to be proved. The 
circumstances of the service are such as any man 
would remember; and the claim is made out as 
well as, and better, than three fourths of the claims 
we allow, considering the time that has elapsed. 
I think that when aclaim has been proved before 
the proper Departments of this Government, and 
omitted to be paid by the neglect of Congress, 
interest is fairly due to the applicant from that 
time until we get rid of itand pay him, and we 
reported so, I think, from the Committee on 
Claims at differenttimes; once, am sure. I hope 
the interest will be paid. 

Mr. HUNTER. As the Senator is familiar 
with the history of the case, I ask why the man 


i 


| 


year or the year before, and I then examined the | 


not take that as satisfactory proof, provided the 
man told the truth? If he did not tell the truth, 
no number of witnesses that might swear falsely 
would strengthen the testimony atall. If the wit- 
ness is truthful 

Mr. CLAY. If the Senator will permit me to 
answer him just here, I say that under the cir- 
cumstances of this case, I would not take his tes- 
timony, and I will give the Senator the reason; 
| first because 

Mr. SIMMONS. I think the Senator need not 
give me areason. If he would not take the tes- 
timony of one man, he would not take two. 

Mr. CLAY. I say that his testimony is con- 
tradicted negatively, by the fact that there is no 
evidence on file in any Department of the Govern- 
ment of the services of this vessel even, much less 
of the service of the individual; and in the next 
place, it is given forty years after the circumstance 
is said to have transpired; and in the next place, 











ness. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I know that when a man 
makes 2 motion to resist a claim of a sailor, and 


| we have no evidence of the credibility of the wit- 
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especially one who fought in the Revolution, he 
can find a thousand reasons for not belicving any- 
thing. But the Senator says there is no cvi- 
dence in the Department. There is no evidence in 
the Department that there ever was such a ship, 
because the muster-roll and everything of the kind 
were lost, and never sent there. ‘That is the reason 
why this claim of service had to be supported by 
the testimony of jiving witnesses; and was it not 
so with a greatmany of those ships? There never | 
were any papers, They did not Feht on paper in 
those times; buteverybody knows there was such 
a ship, and such a commandcr, and that she was | 
captured. Thatis as notorious as it is that there 
was a waratthat time, This ship is as well known 
as if every paper was in the Department. It is 
known that she was there and captured. The 
history of the country shows it; and these men 
were there, and a great many of them got their 
claims; they swore that they got them, and were | 
paid off, just as this man asks to be paid eff. 

On the question ofinterest, I wili make just one | 





remark; that it is not proposed to pay from the | 


time this man made his claim to Congress, but | 


from the time he made his proof and Congress ad- || 


mitted it, and one House passed a bill and agrecd 
oper the money I call that making outa claim. 
“he question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment of Mr. Hunter, resulted—yeas | 
20, nays 15; as follows: 
VEAS—Messrs. Bragg, Bright, Brown, Clay, Clingman, | 
Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hunter, Jobnson of | 
Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Pearce, Polk, Powell, | 
Saulsbury, Sebastian, Thomson, Trumbull, and Wilkin- 
son—20. 
NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Chandler 
Collamer, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, 


Clark, 


Nichoison, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, and Wade—15. ‘| seamen on the coast of Japan, and for information 


|| in respect to those independent oriental nations 


So the amendment was agrecd to. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third | 
reading, and was read the third time. : 

Mr. CLAY. 
the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was passed. 


AARON I. PALMER. 


The bill (S. No. 111) for the relief of Aaron H. 
Palmer was read a second time and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It provides for the | 
payment to Aaron H. Palmer of the sum of $3,000, 


in full compensation for his labor and research in || 


collecting information, and preparing the same for | 
the use of the Government, relative to the oriental | 


nations, and particularly Japan. I} 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment 

Mr. BRAGG. Itis, perhaps, rather ungracious 
to oppose a private bill here after it has ( 
em by the appropriate committee; and this | 


ill does not propose to appropriate a very large || 


amount—$3,000; but as one of the Committee on 
Claims, I think it proper to state to the Senate | 
that I examined the case very thoroughly, and 1 
did not concur in the report. I think all the ser- 
vices which are proposed to be paid for were | 
entirely voluntary. ies not disposed to go into 
the matter unless gentlemen desire me to do so. 
I think the bill ought not to pass. 
would be a very bad precedent. 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to hear the | 


report read. 1 


he Secretary read the report of the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, I confess some 
littie surprise at the opposition that is manifested 
to this claim. I cannot but regard it as meritori- | 
ous a claim as stands upon your Calendar, Ithas | 
been regarded as a just and equitable claim by | 
every committee of either House of Con 
who have examined the subject. This ver 
passed the Senate at the last Congress without 
a dissenting voice. It went to the House of Rep- 
resentatives and received a favorable, and, as I 
understand, unanimous report from the Commit- | 
tee of Claims in that body; but was not reached | 
upon the Calendar, and for that reason failed of | 
meeting the concurrence of the House. 


bill | 


i 


The re- | 
rt, which is a readoption of the report of the | 
ommittee on Claims at the last Congress, sets | 
forth briefly the grounds of the claim. Mr. | 
Palmer had devoted many years to the collection 
and collation of important information and statis- 
tics in relation to the geography and productive 
resources, trade, and commerce, of certain inde- 


} 
| 


_-THE CONGRE 


Hamlin, iverson, lj 


I ask for the ycas and nays on | 


een re- || 


I think it | 


| ation a a 
| principle of justice uity? 
j Rea sidencee nae etwas 





pendent oriental nations in the eastern and north- 
eastern. portion of Asia, including Japan, and 
other Asiatic islands on that coast. This inform- 
ation he communicated to the executive Govern- 
ment here, in a series of papers addressed, from 
time to time, to the President and heads of De- 
partments, with suggestions as to the best means 
of making the trade of those countries available 
to American commerce. These communications 
were transmitted to Congress, at different times, 
by the President and heads of Departments, and 
were ordered to be published in extra numbers; 
thus bearing the testimony of Congress to the 
value and importance of the information. 

But that is not all. We do not rest this claim 
on these facts. From the report it appears, Mr. 
President, that early in 1848 Mr. Palmer came 
from the city of New York to Washington, at the 
solicitation of Mr. Walker, then Secretary of the 
Treasury, for the purpose of aiding in promoting 
the action of Congress in carrying out the views 
and suggestions contained in those documents, and 
for the purpose of revising and correcting the proof- 
sheets of the papers which had been ordered to be 
published; and also {gr the further purpose of pre- 
| paringa large outline map of those countries; which 


| was also published by order of Congress. in this 
| Way, and at the request of the Secretary of the 


| Treasury, Mr. Palmer was employed for a period 
| of between eight and nine months. 
| Again, in 1850, certain resolutions were pre- 
sented to the Senate by the honorable Senator from 
| Maine, [Mr. Hamuuy,] then chairman of the Com- 
| mittee on Commerce, which were adopted, calling 
| on the Secretary of State for information respecting 
the barbarous treatment of shipwrecked American 


| and their capabilities for a profitable American 
commerce. In preparing the communication in 
answer to these resolutions, the Secretary of State, 
Mr. Clayton, availed himsclf of the aid of Mr. 
Palmer, as a gentleman having a more extended 
and intimate knowledge of those subjects than 
probably any other American citizen. In thisser- 
vice Mr. Palmer was employed for the period of 
between three and four months. He, in fact, pre- 
pared and wrote out the whole of the communi- 
cation in answer to the second inquiry contained 
in the series of resolutions, which was communi- 
cated by a message from Mr. Clayton to the Sen- 
ate; that portion of the communication covering 
some cight hundred and fifty pages of manuscript. 
Mr. Clayton, in that message, said: 


‘<The second portion [of the answer] comprises a series 
| of valuable documents compiled with great research and 
| industry by Aaron IT. Palmer, Esq., of New York, and com- 
municated at different periods by him to the Department of 
Stateg the whole accompanied by a chart of the principal 
maritime countries of the East. These papers, it is be- 
lieved, will be found to contain a great amount of useful 
| recent information respecting the independent oriental na- 
tions, and their capabilities fora profitable American com- 
merce. 


| Again, sir, in 1852, at the request of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, the memorialist had sevetal 
conferences with icemenirs Perry, to whom he 
furnished copies of his ‘‘ plan for opening Ja- 
pan,’’ and to whom he imparted other information 
| deemed to be important and useful in the execu- 
| tion of the expedition to Japan, then about to be 
_ undertaken under his immediate command. Mr. 
, Clayton, in presenting the memorial of Mr. Pal- 


|. mer to the Senate, in 1855, took occasion to say, 


| that he ‘*believed he was entitled to more credit 


‘| for getting up the 7 expedition than any other 


man; that he had thrown more light on it, and 
| given more information on the subject to the State 
| Department and the Congress of th® United States 
than any one else.” 
But now, Mr. President, it is not for time and 
labor expended in procuring this information; it 
is not for communicating this information to the 

| executive Government at Washington; nor is it 
in consideration.of the conceded value and im- 
portance of this information, that compensation is 
asked, It is for time and labor and_expenses 
| here at Washington, at the request, as Mr. Clay- 
ton himself bears testimony, of “‘ three different 
Secretaries,’’ and at different times, in connection 
with this subject, that some reasonable remuner- 
t. Is he not entitled to it on every 

I do not assert 
e claim rests in express contract; but I do 
‘undertake to assert that it rests in an implied 
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| 


| 


_ he has never reccived a dollar, | 
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understanding; an implied oblicat; : 
actually rendered—rendered, tooyat the rene? 
yom chief executive officers; and services deems 


y them important and valuable, and for which 


othe t 
same principle upon which we make extn? al the 
ances for extra services generally; upon the = 
principle on which we make extra ibaa a 
extra services to Government officers under on te 
and shall we not make compensation to a wa 
ae not under neers or services dant 
and expenses incurred in our ’ 
our benefit, and at our request ? *mployment, for 

More than this, sir: while we have made 
extra allowance of $20,000 to the distinguished 
commander of the Japan expedition, the late Co s 
modore M. C. Perry—a name intimately ase. 
ated with the glory of the American — 
glory alike in war and in peace; intimately nase 
ciated with its wy triumphs in war upon Lake 
Erie, and with its later triumphs in peace in the 
far distant empire of Japan—after alt this shall 
we hesitate to make some small remuneration ti 
the private citizen who is acknowledged to oe 
been ours or at least largely, instrumental in 
preparing the way for that expedition? Shall we 
1esitate to make some slight pecuniary reco ai. 
tion of the value and importance of these dinvies 
rendered in our behalfgand at our solicitation? | 
hope not, sir; and I confidently trust that this bill 
will receive again, as it has heretofore received 
mae $ i pases. F 

r. - I shall be obliged to the 

if he will tell me how the Ginvareuedns has a 
by the information given by this gentleman. Ho 
— of profitable trade with Japan. The 

reasury report does not show what that trade 
is, and I shall be very much gratified — 

Mr. FOOT. I repeated but the language of the 
neport of Mr. Clayton at the time. 

r.CLAY. That only shows that, ifthe Treas- 

ury report is correct, that language was merely 
complimentary. It was spoken in a Pickwickian 


sense. 

Mr. BRAGG. I do not know that I should 
have said anything further than what I have said 
in relation to this case, but for the eloquent re- 
marks of my colleague upon the Committee on 
Claims on the other side of the Chamber, [Mr. 
Foot.] But, as I understand the claim set up by 
Mr. Palmer to eymees in a very different feht 
from that of my honorable friend on the other 
side, I think it due to myself, and perhaps to 
others, that I should state the reasons which 
brought me to my conclusion. 

I look upon this as a claim founded, if upon 
anything, upon voluntary action on the pest of 
the claimant, and that not sought for (at least in 
al majority of the cases for which claim is 
made) by any Department of the Government. | 
believe Mr. 
Senate. He has been here in some shape or other 
for a long time—I think for nearly sixteen years, 
from what I can perceive on looking back at the 
debates in re to various prepositions he has 
had before the Senate. He has certainly been 
here since 1846, at least, in one shape or other; 
and I wish to inform members of the Senate—no 
doubt many of the older members are aware of 
the fact—of the various porns in which he has 
presented himself, and for what purposes he has 
prerenen himself here; for I think it ought to 
have a material bearing on the decision of this 
matter by the Senate. 

These papers having been handed to me for 
examination, as one of the Committee on Claims, 
I took occasion to copy the points made, and very 
briefly made, by his counsel, or by himself, as to 
the services for which he claims compensation. 
The Senator from Vermont has stated a part of 
them—those, perhaps, which he thinks are most 
meritorious; but he has stated only two of them, 
I believe; and I, beg to call the attention ee 
Senate to the claim as presen e clal 
himself. First, he Mavi thet in 1846 he addressed 
a letter to the Hon. Charles J. Ingersoll, chair 
man of the House Committee on Foreign _ 
in relation to the commerce and resources of the 


eastern nations. Second, heen and rev 
it, and sent a copy of it to Mr. mann, 


Secre of State, in the same year; W 

sent to the Speaker of the House, and was 

ferred and printed. ok ae 
Now, sir, I will merely remark, in going Ong, 


almer is an old acquaintance of the ° 


SaeMmeedrereeoertecmnmec sears PFSsSse Oye ecrwdaad 
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posed to get published when he sent the memorial | remained here, instead of staying.at home attending to his 





all understand—at least I do, though I | 


that we 











——— 
Vices have been here but a short time—how these things | to Mr. Polk of which I have spoken; and then it || OW® business. He is here; he is levant, couchant, and 
est of » rebrought before Congress, referred, and printed. || was asked that the Senate should print that book, || re And he undertakes to make a book for 
emed | will show directly, from some resolutions which || and pay for it out of the contingent fund of the || has no em and we are to purchase it, when it 
which have been introduced into this body, that the prob- | Senate; and then came on the famous “ battle of || we are to perchiass his bosk prety eed eke ae nis eed 
M the pility is—at least I am satisfied in my own mind | the books”’—which some of the older Senators || St; for Edo not know what benesit it canbe to anybody 
low. we all these calls for information came from |} will recollect—between the Senator from Missouri | — _ in this proposed purchase is comprised the 
same Mr. Palmer himself. -Itis very ney to getafriend || (Mr. Benton) and other gentlemen upon this floor; || Wier’ abuses of the system. ‘Hhis book is pressed upon us 
¢s for here to move a resolution calling for information | and there was an end of Mr. Palmer’s book. It || applicability to anythitig before Com meat he : a 
lary which has been sent toa Department unasked, and ] was sent back to the State Department without || f@grant case of abuse whieh has ever been attempted upon 
rivate have Congress print it; and then get up some | printing, the Senate refusing to comply with his i| pean ones witen itself all the abuses of this book- 
lered, hook scheme or other, as I shall show you this || request to print it, or rather, to let him print the | of the Beant to ee aumaneay’ the Seeretary 
it, for ntleman did, and a very expensive one, too. book and require the Secretary to subscribe for || work of Mr. Palmer. He ts Uveonoes Donan 
gain, in 1848, he addressed a letter to Mr. || five thousand copies at five dollarsacopy. There | The words are to give him authority ; but the meaning is 
de an President Polk—for as soon as there was a new || was an end of that. : || Sane Rentals: baty..; Them oy cde ae 
ished President elected Mr, Palmer always had some- | Now, Mr. Palmer presents himself here and || coal Tame Ree i ee eae he mere = ie 
Com. + thing at his service—and that letter was sent to || asks payment for all these things. He comes now || and consider the matter, and purchase or refuse to parchnse 
8801. Congress and pasted, and he claims pay for that. | and says this information was exceedingly valua- || 88 he may deem best? No, sir. It is intended to be an or- 
Y; its Here is that ocument—I shall have occasion to || ble to the Government. I do not know, with the || mrs = ponoet ne Beeretary. . buy the books. I therefore 
aSso- say something about it direetly—containing about || Senator from Alabama, that the Government has la a “ ouch wer od el eee the antec 
Lake seventy-tWo pages. In 1848, he says he visited ,| ever benefited one straw or one stiver by it. Ido || responsibility.” , - 
n the Washington at the request of the pereeaty of the || not believe it has. Ido not believe anybodyever || Mr. Palmer says, no doubt very truly, in hi 
shall Treasury, Mr. Walker, and while here, his me- || read one of his communications that you printed, '| memorial that this proposition to int his b k 
on to moir, the document of which I have just spoken, || I venture to say there is not a Senator here now '| was lost by the viclat'o xSosition f th se sie ; 
have was sent to the Senate and ordered to be printed; | that ever read it; I doubt whether the honorable | from Missouri for on ds text age of ul > Gk “ 
tal in and he remained to superintend its printing from | Senator from Maine ever read it. I have before || I discover that the question wae sae itted t ul , 
° we March until September. Here is a document of | me the abstract of this book, which was printed || Senate, the yeas aint hays were called and Ws ie 
= seventy-two pages, for superintending the print- || in the year 1848, when he sent a memorial to Mr. || vote of 28to 13, Mr. Palmer’s book was veraint dr 
om) ing of which he says he remained here from March || Polk. Here it is—seventy-two pages. Whatdo || to the office of the Secretary of State, and there 1 
n? | until September; and for so remaining here he | I find m it? I actually find here, published at the || suppose it has since tastalived 
s bill claims pay. What reason does he give in his || public expense, as part of this document, a pros- | Now after having failed in these vari 
‘ived, memorial for that? He says the Public Printer || pectus for publishing a book of eight hundred or || jects, having sdught to get ten inked’ the ciieiine 
lier had so much work before him that this document || one thousand pages on the subject of the oriental || it isnow soughttoa propriate—¢3,000—lhe comes 
ofited was not printed prompey and it was necessary || nations; printed here at the publicexpense, though || and asks to be paid for services which, he says 
Ho for him to stay here unt the Printer got to that | a private matter. This pamphlet, containing scv- | himself in his memorial, were entirely vélaaiaty 
The part of his work, and printed it; and it was neces- | enty-two pages, is an abstract of his book; and it || He says pay was neither asked nor promised for 
wa sary for him to be here to revise it. Here are | has an appendix containing a prospectus of his || any of these things. He says so himself in his 
seventy-two pages, then, which it took him nine || book, and stating the price at which he was will- || memorial. It is “said these are matters of very 
f the months to revise; and he asks pay for that. || ing to sell it, and proposing that Congress should || great importance. We have an eloquent report 
InJB0 he - s 6 lag pin at papers, || appropriate ee — buy the book. Are || Drought up here setting forth the great value of 
aresum? of all he had written, and sent them to || we to pay a gentleman for this? ing’ , y : r 
wa Mr. Clayton, the Secretary of State, and Mr. Well, die, what purpose did he have in view in | asked to tay Mr Palmer’ Whee last aos f did 
kia, Clayton caused them to be published in the Na- || sending all these papers and memorials from time || not intend to consume as much of the time of the 
tional Intelligencer. Believing them to be matters || to time to the Department, and then getting them || Senate as I have; but I do think if claimants of 
‘ould of public importance, he put them in the National brought here by resolution to be printed at the || this kind, who have no earthly claim upon the 
paid Intelligencer, and gave them a wide-spread ¢ircu- || expense of Congress? I willtell you. Inthe first || Government, who have pestered the heads of De- 
. lation. He asks the Senate to pay him for that. | enw his object was to get this big book pub- || partments for ycars for objects of their own, 
aa All these communications, no doubt, were volun- ished. He put a prospectus of it in his commu- | either to get a book ublished, or to get an office 
(Mr. tary—every one of them. Again, in September, || nication to Mr. Polk, which the Senate did print, | are to come here and ask Congress to pay them; 
> by 1849, he submitted, he says, a plan to the Presi- |! and the printing of which they authorized him to || if that is to be done, I do not know where we are 
fet dent for opening Japan, and afterwards he sent a || supervise, and which, he says, it took him nine || to stop. We may as well open the doors of the 
salar _ to President Fillmore, which was adopted. || months’ time here to supervise. What other pur- } Treasury to all, and letthem help themselves freely 
8 to e may or may not have done this. The plan || pose did he have in view? Isay the papers show, || and without stint. 
hi ma OF may not have been adopted. I do not | and he sets forth himself, that while Mr. Clayton || Mr. IVERSON. Mr. President, as a member 
understand that there are any facts here showing was Secretary of State, ashort time after the elec- || of the committee that reported this bill, I feel 
upon that that specific plan was adopted. At allevents, { tion of General Taylor, he sent a memorial to || called upon to say a very few words in defense 
rt of it was a voluntary act on his part to send that || General Taylor, backed up by merchants in New || of the report. I have not studied this case ver 
ie te lan. Up to 1850, when his project finally failed || York and in Baltimore—for what? To appoint | much, and I do not propose to detain the Senate 
—_ ere,as I shall show directly, he appears to have || him commissioner to Chinaata high salary, with || very. long. 1 merely wish, as briefly as possible 
tI troubled every Administration with communica- || a sort of ambulatory power all over these oriental | to give the reasons why I shall vote for the bill. 
the ° tions of this kind; and I intend to show for what || nations; and he says that he would have gotit—it || I shall vote for it, because I understand and be- 
ther purpose he did it. __ |, was promised to him—but unfortunately General || lieve that the commercial information, as well as 
cart, Again: he says, that after the Japan expedition i Taylor died, He failedin that. He had two pur- |; the geographical information, which was collated 
t the was resolved upon, he had an interview with | posesin view, therefore: first,to get his book pub- || by iy Pulmor, and submitted to the Govern- 
hte Commodore Perry, and gave him a great deal of | lished; second, to get a valuable foreign appoint- || ment, has been of very great advantage to the 
~~ valuable information; and he asks pay for it. || ment, in virtue of which he was to wander over || commerce of the United States and to the Gov- 
ther: There is no evidence of that. He says that he || the whole of the oriental nations. ‘| ernment. I do not know whether it paved the 
Ce communicated by letter with the Governorof Na- | He came to the Senate in 1850, with this report || way for the treaty which Commodore Perry made 
re of gasaki, in Japan, and he has no doubt that that || or book, which was sent in by Mr. Clayton un- || with Japan; but, at any rate, there is no doubt 
» has paved the way to the commodore’s obtaining an | der the resolution of the honorable Senator from || that it afforded a great deal of information to that 
o hes entrance into that strange country, and thereby | Maine. Senators have but to look at the debate || expedition, and to the Administration which got 
ht to making a treaty, from which it is expected we are i on that occasion to see how the matter went off. || it up; and doubtless did contribute to a very great 
r this to derive in the end very great benefit; and he | I have alluded to it ‘‘ as the battle of the books,”’ || extent to enlighten the American Government in 
asks pay for that. '| using the language of the Senator from Missouri, ||‘ relation to the commerce of Japan, and to induce 
vs for Then comes his last claim, which has been so | (Mr. Benton,) who had his peculiarities; but I || it to put on foot the expedition which finally re- 
aims, ra aig upon here by the honorable Senator || was induced to look at the debate a little, and I || sulted in the treaty, which I have no doubt—and 
very m ermont—and that is for preparing a docu- | confess I was struck with it. Many Senators of || others, more competent than myself to judge, 
‘as t0 ment connected with Mr. Clayton’s report, made | that day took part in it; the Senator from Texas, || have expressed the opinion—will result to oe 
ation. test Secall of the honorable Senatorfrom Maine, | (Mr. Rusk,) i Senator from Maryland, {Mr. || benefit of this country. If we are to have no 
art of tr meagan. who offered a resolution for in- | RSAaene) the Senator from Missouri, (Mr, on: benefit from the treaty with Japan and the com- 
most semation in relation to some shipwrecked sailors | ton,) an others. I find this passage in the re- || merce which is expected to result from it, why 
them, upon the coast of Japan, and certain information || marks of Mr. Benton, the proposition being to has our Government invited an expedition of min- 
of the im relation to the oriental nations. The ear-marks } print Mr. Palmer’s book, or rather to purchase a || isters from Japan to this country, a large retinue 
imant ‘ie pretty strong there from what quarter the res- | certain number of copies from him: of seventy individuals, who are to come here at 
essed ae came. hat did Mr. Claytondo? He | «Now, I wish the whole abuse to be considered as being | the expense of the Government, and remain here 
air y: » wet ee ed three months in making | = 5 ial a in ale aaa you 060 a exemsplification othe as long as they choose to remain, the Govern- 
f abe was referred to the Pen eee Ape P ee bape i en How did this thing come before us? Who ever the’ thelr tesbdeis ete ee etre 
wrised tions; and with it what? Bic. Paimer’s || - « ot mien the printing of this book? No one sood vat d ; id derived 
ae that he had came—v ° H] put r. Palmer. e has frequented these Halls for many || Stoo at large advantages were to be derive 
, then ’ been trying to get before Con- | years He has congregated with tis for many years. || from the commerce of Japan, I do not suppose 
h was pad years and years. It came here inthe | _ - roe - ‘Seues Fits atee tena tien oF l! the Government would have invited the sending 
as re hundred an additional report, containing eight || searchingfor it. The Senate would uever have thought of of a mission to this country. — 
pages—the very book which he had pro- || searching for it. But Mr. Palmer has come here. He has || & think the information which Mr, Palmer col- 
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lected and collated,and which the large commer- || 


cial intereourse he himself had had with those | 
nations in early life enabled him to collect better 
than any other man in the United States, has | 
been of very great benefit to the country. I can- 
not judge of it myself, and do not pretend to ex- 
press an opinion on any information which I have 
collected personally; but we have the testimony 
of Mr. Clayton, who was certainly one of the 
most intelligent and honorable men in the coun- 


try; 4 man largely connected with the operations || 


of this Government, and a member of the Senate | 


for many years, and Secretary of State for some || 


time; a man who understood perhaps the com- 
mercial relations of this Government as well as 
any other man of his day—he bears testimony to 
the importance of the information which was col- | 
lected and furnished by Mr. Palmer to the Gov- 
ernment. * 

Now, the honorable Senator from North Caro- | 
lina says this was all voluntary on the part of 
Mr. Paliner. Admit it-for the sake of the argu- 
ment; docs it follow, because he collected a large 
amount of valuable information, and tendered it to | 
the use of the Government, that he is not to be 
paid for it, if that information is valuable to the 
Government? Any man who makes an invention 
of a machine or anything of that sort, does it vol- 
untarily; but he comes to the Government and 
asks for compensation. He does not get compen- 
sation, to be sure, in the shape of money paid by 
the Government, but he gets compensation under 
the law which gives to him a patent right for 
many years. He obtalns the patent right, and is 
thereby remunerated for his invention; but he 
comes voluntarily before the Government to pre- 
sent his invention, and to enlighten the country | 
in regard to it. It is not because a man volunta- 
rily presents information of this sort to the Gov- | 
ernment that he is to be deprived of any compen- 
sation for it. If you were to act on that principle, 
you would never give a patent to an inventor, be- 
cause he voluntarily comes to you for the purpose 
of enlightening and adding to the encouragement 
of commerce or manufactures. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I should like to ask for 
information, for I want to understand the case. 
Has Mr. Palmer been deprived in any way, by 
gur action, of a copyright to his book, if he chose 
to publish it? 

Mr. IVERSON. I will speak of that point in 
a few minutes, and show the Senator the history 
of the case. I think that, although the informa- 
tion may have been, in the first place, voluntaril 
communicated by Mr, Palmer to various Presi- 
dents and Secretaries of State, yet still, if it be an 
admitted fact that the information has been of 
service to the Government, in a spirit of liber- 
ality, as well as justice, we ought to compensate | 
him. 

But, sir, Mr. Palmer was actually employed by 
the Government. All his services were not of a 
voluntary character. It has been stated by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont—and it is true, and I will show | 


} 


TH 


| Mr. Palmer’s document, which t 
| North Carolina has characterized, in the language 








is any evidence of his being kept here to superin- 


tend the printing of a document at the request of || his book which lie wanted t 


the Government, except his own statement? 
Mr. BRAGG. There is nothing but his own 


| statement as to the time he was here. 


Mr. IVERSON. Iam not very familiar with 


| the facts; but my inpreneaa is that he was re- 


quested to stay here by the Secretary of State. 
Mr. GRIMES. I do not see it so stated in the 

| report. 

Mr. FOOT. It will be observed in the report 

Mr. Palmer’s memorial, that he remained here in 

_the employment and service of the Government, 


'| at the request of three Secretaries, It was well un- 


derstood that Mr. Clayton himself was one of 
_thése three. In relation to his invitation to come 
‘from New York to Washington to promote the 
, action of the Government, in reference to the sub- 
jects contained in the documents which he had 
communicated to them, I have before me a cer- 
| tificate from Mr. Walker himself, testifying the 


i} fact that Mr. Palmer did come here from New 


York at his invitation. a 
Mr. GRIMES. I think the Senator from Ver- 


|| mont will observe, if he will read the statement 


of Mr. Clayton critically, that he does not state 
that he knew, of his own knowledge, that Mr. 


| Palmer was here on this business, or that his 
| action received the approbation of three Secretaries 


of State; but he mercly says: 


**[ present the petition of Aaron Haight Palmer, praying 
compensation?’ — 


That is, the petition prays for 


* Compensation for services rendered by him, in commu- 
nication, and by andunder the direction, and with the ap- 
probation, of three Secretaries of State.”’ 


That is to say, Mr. Palmer alleges in his peti- 


performed this duty under the direction and with 
| the approbation of three Secretaries of State; but 
| I do not understand that Mr. Clayton says he had 
| done this. 
| Mr. FOOT. Mr. Clayton was one of the three 
| Secretaries referred to; clearly known to be so to 
| each and every member of the Senate; and, if it 
| had not been true, Mr. Clayton would probably 
have denied it. 

Mr. IVERSON. I leave that question ta be 
replied to by those members of the committee who 


sit on the other side, who are more familiar with | 


the facts of the ease than Lam; but now I want 
to refer to the history of the prapenseen to print 
re 


of Mr. Benton, as * the battle of the books.’’ The 
Senator is misled in relation to some of the points 


|| which he has stated. On the 16th day of Janu- 


ary, 1850, I find by the Journal: 


“< Mr. Hamuin submitted the following resolutions for con- 
sideration: 


| ** Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to 
communicate to the Senate such information or particulars 
/ 


as may have come to his knowledge respecting the deten- 


the resolutions of the Senate under which he was || tion, ieaprispament, aud Sarbercus treatment. by tive Japan- 


employed—that Mr. Palmer was here at the in- | 
the printing of a document which was ordered b 
the Senate to be printed. The Senator from North | 
Carolina [Mr. Braae] says that he was here a | 
longer time than was necessary. I do not know | 
how that was. It may or may not have been so. | 
At any rate, the fact is established that he was) 
here at the request and instance of the Sceretary | 
of State, superintending the printing of documents | 
containing information which the Secretary of | 
Siate and the Administration thought to be of vast | 
importance to the Government; and being here 
employed at the request of the Secretary, it was | 
no fault, probably, of his that he was detained | 
here eight or nine months. He states tite fact that | 
he was detained here, at his own expense, to su- | 
perintend the printing of the report alluded to; | 
and certainly, if he was detai here at the re- 
uest of the Government, if he was brought here 
and kept here at their request to superintend the 
of an rtant document, it appears to 
me that he ought to be remunerated for those ser- 
ren the time thus spent, 
Mr. FOOT. Quite a large outline map of those 
countries was also prepared by him during that 


tame. 
Mr.GRIMES. Allow me to ask whether there 


ese imperial and provincial authorities, of American sea- 


c Q In- || men who have the misfortune to be shipwrecked on the 
stance of the Secretary of State, superintending i 


coasts of Japan and its dependencies, which are now fre- 
quented by a large American whaling fleet in the peaceful 
pursuit of their lawful enterprise. 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of State be also requested 
to communicate to the Senate such recent and reliable in- 
formation in the possession of the Department of State as 
relates to the independent oriental nations, and their capa- 
bilities for a profitable American commerce ; and that he 
report on the expediency of the appointment of a special dip- 
lomatic agent, or commissioner of the United States, to be 
vested with authority to open amicable relations and make 
commercial treaties with the sovereigns of those nations.”’ 


These resolutions were offered on the 16th of 
January, 1850, and laid on the table. The scc- 
ond resolution calls upon the Secretary of State 
to communicate to the Senate all valuable recent 
information which he might have in relation to 
the oriental nations which would have a bearin 
on the future commerce of the United Stues with 
those countries. It may be that it had reference 
to the statements or documents or memoirs which 
had been drawn up by Mr. Palmer, at the request 
of the former of the Treasury, Mr. 
Walker, and then in the De t of State. 
ane pee one word, just there. 

. Clayton says, in his re t 
moir, containing eight hinted; » a3 it ap- 
pears, was a resumé ly of van — 
which this Mr. Palmer had submitted to - 
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that Mr. Clayton himself stated, on presenting | 


tion, which Mr. Clayton presented, that he had | 


Senator from | 


March 30, 


in other wo 


+ is) ubli i « 
1 of which a prospectus is ates ca. * 1845, and 
|| Was preparing them for about three ays he 


|| partment from time to time; ide. it w 
’ tts 


from some time in January up to months 
i] : SO : 
|| April—after that resolution shied. hl 
| knows that Mr. Palmer could not have fodlins dy 
| book ofthat kind in that time. {ft was the b iy 
written in 1845, and which he wanted to ot 
|, published when he was before the Senate b nol 
| with the memoir addressed to Mr. Polk he 
_ the same book; and that resolution was so fra 4 
|| as co bring in the book, and it came in With the 
|| report of the Secretary of State; and then it W : 
that there was a proposition here to have the 
_ book printed. It had been before Congress dy; 
ing Mr. Walker’s secretaryship, and there was 
1 a proposition to ae $10,000 to publish 
| the book. It has been here in various ways, | 
|| did not state them all. ; 
1 Mr. IVERSON. The Senator's statement does 
| not differ from my own. All this information 
all this documentary evidence in relation to the 
|| trade of the oriental nations, all that had been filed 
| by Mr. Palmer in the State and Treasury Depart. 
ments for several years previous was called for 
It may have been made up of detached particles. 
| This resolution calls on the Secretary of State t, 
| report to the Senate all the ‘recent’ and reliable 
|| information in possession of the Department of 
|| State, with respect to the independent oriental na. 
Hi tions, and their capabilities for a profitable Amer- 
, ican commerce.’’ On the 2ist day of Februar 
of the same year, 
| ‘The Senate proceeded to consider the resolutions ub. 
| mitted by Mr. Hamu, relating to the conduct of the au- 
i} thorities of Japan ; which were amended and agreed to, as 
|| follows : : 
|| Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to 
| communicate tothe Senate such information or particulars 
|| as may have come to his knowledge, respecting the deten 
|| tion, imprisonment, and barbarous treatment by the Ja 
| panese imperial and provincial authorities, of American 
seamen who have the misfortune to be shipwrecked on the 
|| coasts of Japan and its dependencies, which are now {re- 
|} quented by a large American whaling fleet, in the peacefi| 
|| pursuit of their lawful enterprise. 
'| Resolved, That the Secretary of State be also requested 
‘| to communicate to the Senate such recent and reliable in- 
i formation, in the possession of the Department of State, as 
| relates to the independent oriental nations, and their capa 
|| bilities for a profitable American commerce.” 


|| _ The resolution passed the Senate on the 2lst of 
February, calling on the Secretary of State to 
|| communicate all this information. It was com- 
| municated; and, on the 13th day of June, there- 


| 


} 
ary, 


| 


after, a resolution was submitted in these words: 


“ Resolved, That Mr. Palmer have leave to withdraw, 
take out a copyright for, and print on his own account, 
the documents entitled ‘ A Comprehensive View of tic 
Principal Independent Maritime Countries of the East, 
which accompanied the report of the Secretary of State to 
| the Senate, under date of the 23d of April last, and referred 
, to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and that the Sec- 
retary of the Senate be, and he is hereby, authorized to sub- 
scribe for —— copies of the work under the above title, for 
the use of the Senate: Provided, The same shall be deliv- 
ered by Mr. Palmer at a price not exceeding, per copy, the 
rate for printing, lithographing, and binding public docu- 
ments for the Senate, in 18 
count.”? 


This report had been submitted in Apri! by Mr. 
Clayton; and it is stated amongst the See ee 
| I think conclusively proved, that Mr. Palmer was 
‘employed by Mr. Clayton to prepare this book or 
report to go to the Senate, in accordance with the 
resolution of February 21, 1850, calling for all 
recent reliable information which he had in his 
Department in relation to the oriental nations. 
That statement was made, comprising eight hun- 
dred pages. It took Mr. Palmer, it seems, three 
| four months—from February, at any rate, until 


19, with twenty per cent. dis- 


April—to prepare the report which was sent In by 

r. Clayton. Then in June a resolution wasi0- 
troduced, doubtless at the instance of Mr. Palmer, 
to authorize him to withdraw this report and to 
print it at his own expense, and that the Secretary 
of the Senate should be authorized to subscribe 
for a_number of copies, provided Mr. Palmer 
should furnish them atacertain price. What was 
done with that resolution? It certainly would 
seem that Mr. Palmer 
ted to 
resolu 


t to have been permit: 
int this work at his own expense. The 
‘was to authorize him to withdraw the 
and to withdraw the documents he 
and sent in with Mr. Clayton's reper 
print them at expense ea want 
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et which I last read was submitted, 
Oe Senate proceeded to consider the resolution by 
- s consent; and 


ananimpiank having been filled with ¢ fifteen hundred,’ | 


her amendinent being proposed, 
of a inotion of Mr, Cuay, 5 
* Qrdered, That it lie on the table.’ 


That was the end of the whole proceeding. — 

Mr. BRAGG. The Senator 1s entirely mis- 

en; it was not the end of the pecosent at all. 
tt wis not satisfactory to Mr. Palmer’s friends 
that the matter should take that direction; and it 
ng brought up at a subsequent day, as the Sen- 
will find on furtherexamination ;and then there 
a roposition to authorize the Secretary to sub- 
Ne ie five thousand copies, at two dollars a 
06 Subsequently the amount was reduced to 
thece thousand copies. That failed; and the Sen- 
ate made an order, as I have already stated, to re- 
urn the book to the State Department. That was 
the end of it. I know what I say. 

Mr. IVERSON. Tadmitthata subsequent pro- 
ceding was had; but the Senator does not he 
the fact that this memoir prepared by Mr. Palmer 
and given to the Government, and sent to this body 
with the report of Mr. Clayton, never has been 

‘ven back to Mr. Palmer. It has been retained 
Fy the Government from that day to this; he never 
has been permitted to print itat his own expense, 
or for his own benefit. Thatis the fact. Here 
was a proposition made in 1850 to authorize him 
to withdraw the paper and print it at his own ex- 


ense; and when it was proposed to authorize the | 
Secretary of the Senate to subscribe for fifteen hun- | 


dred copies, the Senate refused to pass the rcso- 
lution; and it was laid on the table, on motion of 
Mr. Clay. od : ‘ 

Mr. BRAGG. I dislike to interrupt my friend, 
but I hope he will allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion. He states that Mr. Palmer has never had 
an opportunity to print this book. Lask whether 
Mr. Palmer has ever applied for it? In the de- 
bate from which I read, his friends refused to 
jet him take the book. ‘They considered it in 
the possession of the Government, having been 
communicated by the Secretary of State. They 
were anxious to get ante He wanted to put 
it.upon Congress, and have the book published 
at the public expense, Finally, to get rid of it, a 
resolution was passed to have it returned to the 
State Department. Now,I want to know if Mr. 
Palmer has applicd to the State Department for 
the book, and whether it has been refused to 
him? 

Mr. IVERSON. I again say that Mr. Palmer 
applied by this resolution, in 1850, to have the 
paper returned to him; and Congress refused to 
return it. Here was a resolution offéred, in ex- 
press terms authorizing him to withdraw the paper 
for his own benefit; and, on motion of Mr. Clay, 
of Kentucky, the resolution was laid on the table; 
and the Senate refused to permit him to withdraw 
the paper. The paper then did not belong to Mr. 
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per of copies. On the same day that the resolu | 
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benefits on the country and have been considered 
hon by its most exalted officials. 
t 


appears to me that, under these circumstances, 


as he was undoubtedly kept here at his own ex- 


nse to work forthe Government, giving to the 
overnment the benefit of his previous Jaborr, 


of his information, of his mind, and of his man- 
ual labor, it is hard to say that the Government 
should avail itself of the services, of the informa- 
tion, and intellect of a citizen, conferring import- 
ant benefits upon the country, and then turn him 


loose and say we are not responsible to him for a 
dollar. Sir, I think it is unjust and ungenerous, 
and, for my own part, I shall vote for this bill to 
pay him 


$3, It is an arbitrary sum, I admit; 
but, taking into consideration the fact that he was 


power which he expendedgupon this work prior 


to the time he was kept here in Washington city || 
| at the instance of the Government—he was here, | 
| at least, employed for the benefit of the Govern- || 
understand at the instance of the | 
| Government, at least for a pores of the time, in 


obedience to a resolution of the Senate—it seems 
to me that he is justly entitled to some compen- 


sation, and I cannot say that $3,000is an unrea- | 


sonable amount. 
Mr. CLAY. I have only a word to say omthis 
subject. The Senator from Georgia repeats what 


was said by the Senator from Vermont: that the || 
information given the Government by this claim- | 


ant was very valuable. 

Mr. IVERSON. I did not express that opin- 
ion myself. I say that I rely on the opinion ex- 
pressed by Mr. Clayton and other distinguished 
persons, with better information and a better 
chance to judge than myself. 

Mr. CLAY. Well, sir, I challenged both Sen- 
ators, and I do it again, to show what advantage 
his communications have been to this Govern- 
ment. I deny that the Government has derived 
the slightest profit from them, and I defy them to 
show that the Government has enjoyed any ad- 
They talk about the com- 
mercial advantages that have resulted, the profit- 
able trade that has been opened with Japan; and 
yet they cannot show wherein we have imported 
anything from Japan. I have yet to learn that 
any trade has been opened with Japan. One ves- 
sel, I am told, came into San Francisco. What it 
was freighted with, whether it promised to open 
any profitable trade, no one can tell. 

Now, sir, I have traced the history of this claim 


somewhat since it has been under discussion, and | 


I find that, like a pauper wandering from parish 


to parish for a settlement, Mr. Palmer has been 


before four committees before he found one that 
would recognize his claim. First, he was before 
the Library Committee; they refused to print his 


Palmer. The very moment he gave it to the Sec- || book or to print his memorial. “Then it went to 


retary of State, it became the property of the Uni- 
ted States; and when it was reported here by Mr. 
Clayton, it became the property of the Govern- 


| 


the Committee on Foreign Relations, and they | 


asked to be discharged from its consideration. 
Then it was referred to the Committee on Com- 


ment; and he had then no more right to withdraw || merce; they, in like manner, asked to be dis- 
it, or use it for his own benefit, than I had, orany charged from its consideration. Lastly, it went 
other man in the country; and I ask the Senator || tothe Committee on Claims, and they recommend 
to show me that Mr. Palmer has ever been per- || now, it seems, that we shall pay him $3,000; and 


mitted by the Government to use this paper for 
his own benefit. 
hen, at a subsequent day, a proposition was 
made to authorize him to print it and to subscribe 
or so many copies, the Senate refused to pass 
the resolution authorizing him to print it and to 
subscribe for copies; and instead oF allowing Mr. 
Palmer to withdraw the paper and to print it gor 
own benefit, the Senate refused to do that, 


and sent it back to the State ttment to be 
kept there it the Government. hose property 
is it? Will the Senator from North Carolina 


eclare that these pi now belong to Mr. 
Palmer? No, sir, they belong to dveGhoverdtnent 
of the United States; he can no more withdraw 
them than the Senator from North Carolina can 
raw them, and he never has been permitted 

‘o avail himself of the benefit of the intellect and 
trouble and labor which he has expended on the 
work. The Government has deprived him of the 
Use of it. It has refused to permit him’ to get 
he ired with so much labor, 

and £0 which have conferred 
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for what? All that we can get in response to 
that question is, ‘* for valuable information;’’ but 
wherein valuable, or how valuable, no one is able 
to explain. We have the épse dixit of Mr. Clay- 
ton that it is valuable, and that is the whole of it. 

Now, sir, the Senator from North Carolina has 
suggested reasons for the opinion which he has 
formed, and which I think must be entertained by 
a majority of the Senate, that all these calls upon 
this Sellen for information were at his own 
instance and request, He suggested the various 
resolutions calling for information. 
here, apparently called by Mr. Walker at one 
time, but doubtless it was athis own suggestion. 
He has been here, I believe, almost ever since. I 
am sure I have seen him, and heard from him 
during the last seven winters I have been at this 
Capitol. 

r. IVERSON. He lives here. 

Mr. CLAY. Iam told he now lives here. I 
dare say he was ‘attefiding to his own business, 
seeking his own interest, and not that of the Gov- 
ernment. At all events, I think the Government 


|| has compensated him amply for whatever inform- 


000. We could not very well arrive | 
|| really at the correct amount, and we followed the 
| example of former committees, that reported in 
| favor of $3,000. 


months—more than a year—and | 
| leaving out of view the time, labor, and mental | 


He came | 
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| ation he has furnished. Ii is very clear that the 
|| Government has derived no valuable consideration 
| from this party—none whatever. On the other 
|| hand it appears that the Government published 
|| his memorial, and along with that has published 


| 


' 


| & prospectus of the work which he pro 
print, 
ernment expense, and in addition to that it ap- 


| peurs that they gave him two hundred and fifty 
copies of his memorial. 


opinion, we vote a pure 


sed to 
Thus he has been advertised at the Gov- 


If we vote this, in my 
ratuity, 


Mr.SIMMONS. Mr. Dyeatdiens this bill seems 


to have met with opposition from a peculiar quar- 
ter. It seems that Senators cannot understand 
|| that a merchant can give valuable information to 


| the Departments of this Government when they 


‘ 


contemplate fitting out an expedition toascertain 
what commercial rélations we can form with dis- 
tant nations, and that the information cannot be 
worth anything unless Congress see fit to publish 
|| it for the benefit of the world; and from the fact 
that this information was not published ,and large 
numbers of copies purchased for the benefit of 
the Government, it follows, of course, that they 
consider the information worthless. I do not con- 
| sider that that necessarily follows at all. 


The 


| Government of the United States was about to fit 


| 


| that the Government sought it. 


| out an expedition to Japan, it seems, and sought 
for such information as would enable them to 
do it most economically, aud toascertain what its 
— results would be. 


The Senator from 
owa [Mr.Gnaimes] asks me what is the evidence 


The evidence is 


a certificate from the Seeretary of the Treasury 


| that he invited this man here to give him this in- 


i] 
\| 
| 
| 


| 


1] 
| 
| 
| 
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| 


formation—Mr. Walker in the early part of Mr. 
Polk’s administration; and the further evidence is, 
that the Secretary of State under General Taylor 
reported this to Congress, and stated that he had 
given it to three Secretaries, of whom he was one. 
Certainly it was a matter within his knowledge. 
At any rate, this information was published by 
the Senate, and we know the fact. 

This man was requested to confer with Com- 
modore Perry when the Government fitted out 
the Japan expedition. In this way he may have 
given all the information that the Department 
waated, to enable them to understand whether 
they were justified in fitting out the expedition. 
Now the Senator from Alabama wants to know 
what the commercial statistics prove that we get 
in dollars and cents by this. Is no information 


worth anything upless there isa return in your 


|| Treasury books? We have made this expedition; 


| 


j 


| 
| 
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we have found out this distant country; we have 
made treaties with it, and we have not yet real- 
ized the results. The returns of this labor are far 
distant. When anexpedition is fitted out to find 
an open polar sea, which is said to exist, we con- 
tribute money, we do anything to get the inform- 
ation; but when do you expect to have any com- 
merce with the north pole? There is nothin 
grown there. But there is valuable geographieca 
information got by these expeditions, and we pay 
for them. 

So with the expedition to Japan. Have not 
the commercial nations sent their exploring par- 


ties around the world from season to season, and 


from period to period in the world’s history, and 
do they ever bring any returns in money? There 
never was any expected in that way; but this is 
the way the geography of the world is found out, 
and this is the way the commerce of the world is 
ascertained; and our nation ought to be willing 
to contribute something towards this information 
as well as other nations. Nations derive some 
honor, some credit from these expeditions; and 
if this man has imparted valuable information, 
as there is abundant evidence that he has, he may 
have saved the Government a hundred thousand 
dollars. We must not expect, it is not reason- 
able that we should expect, that every expedition 
we fit out to open new sources of commercial re- 
sources, will give us a return in dollars and cents 
the moment the ships that go to explore a coun- 
try come back. If mem are called upon to con- 
tribute information, and they do contribute it, I 
agree that a t deal is done for the mere van- 
ity—if you please to call it so—the mere fame of 
displaying knowledge and communicating inform- 
ation; but when afterwards such a man finds bim- 
self in circumstances to require pay, and asks 
for pay, it is but liberal and just that we should 
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very liberal one, as I think. This man has been 
here a great while. I know books are stated to 


have been written by him, amounting to eight | 


hundred pages. 
be sure, 
reasonable. 


I have not seen any of them, to | 
But we have thought $3,000 would be | 
Information has been obtained, an | 


expedition has been fitted out, and we have spent | 


fifty-fold more money in printing the books that 


| the information which led to it? 


were the result of that expedition, than the allow- | 


ance now proposed. It would be just as reason- 
able for us to require, if we had fitted out Dr. 
Kane’s expedition, to have the Treasury books 
in three years afterwards show the result by what 
we imported, just as much as in the case of the 
Japan expedition. We are going now, it has 
been said, to entertain some Japancse noblemen; 
and we must do things that will not bear the test 
of the scrutiny of a man like the Senator from 
North Carolina. 


s 
vices? He has done more than any other man 


that has been heard of, in regard to this matter. 
| What shall we pay him? It does not appear by 
the Treasury books to have been worth anything 
in the result; but you paid Commodore Perry 
$20,000 for carrying out that expedition. Palmer 
furnished more information than anybody else for 
it, and when it was successfully carried out, you 
paid.$20,000 for it. ‘Then what shall we pay for 
It is said it is 
not worth anything; we have got no good from it. 
Why not be as liberal to the man who furnished 
the information, or in part so; why not do some- 
thing proportionate for him to what you did for 
Commodore Perry? And that was not all you did 


|| for Commodore Perry; you gave hima large num- 


If he comes here and under- | 


takes to drive eves down to the hard pan | 


for the money, he will 
things we do for which we get no immediate 
money returns. Why should we pay money to 
entertain Japanese noblemen? We must do some- 
thing a little different from this scale of dollars 


and cents. We must pay people for information, || go iate, on the 2ist of February, 1850, calling on the Secre- 


even although we may not have it result in profit 
the first year after it is given. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. en I desire to say 
a word or two on this bill, as I had occasion to 


examine the claim a year or two ago, and origin- | 


ally made the report which has been read to the 
Senate. The memorial of this party states that 
he was employed by Mr. Walker, then Secretary 
of the Treasury, in 1848, for a certain purpose to 
furnish information. Now, I understand that ob- 
jection is made that this information was commu- 
nicated voluntarily on the part of the memorialist, 
and that he is, therefore, not to be paid. Well, Mr. 


President, let us look at that position for a mo- | 


ment, and see whether that meets the case. Sup- 
se this man had been preparing his information 
From 1842 to 1848—supposing he came from New 


York to Washington and laid that information | 


voluntarily before the Secretary of State—he would 
then be entitled to no compensation for comjng 
here; he came on his own motion; but after he 

ts here, if the Secretary of State uses that in- 

ormation, and it becomes valuable to the Gov- 

ernment, should he not be paid for it? I holdin 
my hand the certificate of that Secretary—Mr. 
Wotennasie says this infosmation was valuable 
tohim. He says: 

“The facts stated in the body of the letter are correct, 
and the information and statistics furnished by Mr. Palmer, 
in connection with our commercial intercourse with Asia, 
were most valuable and important.” 

If we meet it upon that point, that he came vol- 
untarily to Washington from New York, and yet 
communicated valuable information to the Secre- 
tary of State, which was for the benefit of the 
Government, should we not pay him? Is it al- 
ways necessary that we send for a man to come 
here, before we pay him anything? We have had 
the benefit; we have had the product of his labor; 
now, why should he not be paid? If I go a little 
further in this memorial, if I come to the time 
when Mr. Clayton was Secretary of State, he 
says, in his memorial, that he completed a series 
of papers containing geographical descriptions of 
many oriental nations, enumerating, among them, 
the — of Japan. Now, what says Mr. Clay- 
ton? He says—this is Mr. Clayton’s own lan- 
guage, when he had the memorial in his hand— 

“I only wish to say, as an act of justice to this gentle- 
man, that, from ali the information which I have an 
Opportunity of receiving heretofore in another position” — 

That was when he was Secretary of State. That 
was the other position which Mr. Clayton held. 
Now, from all the information which he acquired 
in another position, that is, when he was Secre- 
tary of State, Mr. Clayton said: 

**T believe he is entitled to credit for up the 
Japan expedition than any cbr tan t havetheand of 

Mr. Palmer sets forth that he furnished in- 
formation to Mr. Clayton. Years afterwards, in 
1855, Mr. Clayton takes his memorial and thus 
substantiates it: he says ‘‘as an act of justice;”’ 
and he wants to say that Mr. Palmer had done 
more than any other man he ever heard of in re- 
gard to that expedition. 

Now what shall we pay this manor these ser- 


nd that there are many | 


| ber of copies of his own work—two hundred and 
fifty copies I am informed—as a compliment to 
| him, to bestow them on his friends, or do what 
he pleased with them. I think he bestowed them 
among his friends. Why then should we not re- 
ward this man for hjs services and labor? But I 
do not rest there. TF want to call the attention of 
gentlemen who make this objection, to the report 
and to the memorial. The report says: 
| Mr. Palmer further represents that, in pursuance of 


|| certain resolutions, presented by Mr. HaMuin, chairman of 


| 














| the Senate Committee on Commerce, and adopted by the 


| tary of State for information respecting the barbarous treat- 
ment of shipwrecked American seamen in Japan; also, 
in regard to the independent oriental nations, and their ca- 
| pabilities for a profitable American commerce, &c., he was 
| enfployed by Mr. Clayton to assist him in preparing his an- 
swer to said resolutions, and that he was diligently em- 
ployed for about three months in that business.’’ 
He enaane by Mr. Clayton. Now, the 
_ objection is, that he was not a Gentle- 
| men say it rests on the statement of Palmer alone 
that he was employed. I want to call attention 
| to this point. Was he employed, or not, by Mr. 
| Clayton to assist in pores his answer to the 
_resolutions? Here is Mr. Clayton’s report, copied 
| intothis. Here is what Mr. Clayton himself said 
| in regard to that. If you turn to the last page of 
the report, you will find, in Mr. Clayton’s own 
language: 
*« He claims compensation for nine months’ services, in 
| which he was necessarily detained during that year (1848) 
| in the preparation of the map, and correcting the proof- 
| sheets of the usual, as well as extra, numbers of copies of 
' said memoir ordered by the Senate; and also for four months’ 
services in preparing a report, illustrated by a special chart, 
| for the Secretary of State, under a resolution of the Senate 
| of the 16th January, 1850.” 
| _ Waw that in the book that was to be published ? 
| A special chart was prepared by him for that re- 
| pert. Mr. Clayton concludes: 
| «In view of the highly meritorious and valuable services 
| thus rendered by Mr. Palmer, and their important results in 


preparing the way for opening new marts in the East to 
our commerce, your committee have come to the conclu- 
| sion that he is justly entitled to —— thousand dollars, in 
compensation for such services and expenses ; and they ac- 
cordingly report a bill allowing the same, and recommend 
its passage.” 


|| ‘That is the report of Mr. Clayton himself, after 


; 


| Mr. Palmer had said he was employed. Is it 
| not confirmation strong from Mr. Clayton’s own 
| mouth, that he was employed? And yet it is said 
| we do not owe him anything. You had his ser- 
| vice for three or four months, at the request of 
| the Secretary of State in this instance, and you 
have not paid himadollar. But you say you 
| have given him certain books. hat was that 
| in payment of this service? Now, why not 
| the man what we owe him? Why delay it, and 
make him stand here in the Halls of Congress 
, until he has grown eld and tottering, before you 
| acknowledge and pay him for his services, and 
| then refuse to pay interest in the end? Mr. Presi- 
| dent, I have only to say that I think this claim 
mmeniy just, and the services here named are 
| pro to be paid for at a small sum. 
| the bill will pers. 
Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, 1 did not in- 
| tend to say anything on the subject of this bill, 
and I have purposely forborne. I know Mr, Pal- 
He is a very civil, obliging gentleman, and 
has scraped together a good deal of informationon 
the subject of commerce, ible as well as act- 


I hope 


mer. 


ual commerce, with these oriental countries. ButI 
have known something of these manuscripts which 
he prepared man yore ago, and I recollect very 
well the debate din this bay ten years ago, 
allow what seem to me to be misconceptions to pass 
unnoticed. I have before me the paper on the au- 
| on this subject, and I do not know that I onght to 
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; a el 
ficer of the Government, in ordert ; ahigh of ee ‘ 
ation valuable and important to the Gone iutonn. Gout 
I had seen various little pamphlets of Mr, ag would 
long before I knew of him in connection with th : heve 
affair at Vi enngien. It seems from this | _ sition 
which he has addressed to Mr. Walker a ter of 
1847, Mr. Walker being in New York. thin! to vor 
an interview between him and M; Pal =~ Th 
Whether that interview was soughtby Mr Ww ii, P readl! 
or Mr. Palmer, is not alleged. I take it for ss , Mr 
that it was, as hundreds of other interviews : - the p' 
been, eo by Mr. Palmer; and that after stating Th 
to Mr. Walker that he was preparing cua taken 
manuscripts on this subject, with a view to P YE: 
sent them to the Government, Mr, Walker 7 mo 
penne a desire to examine them, and then Me pon 
alker Sheer an opinion that erhaps uM. mote 
Palmer had better come on to Was ingion, a ‘i Han 
present the papers to the Government. This hedid. Pearc' 


and that is the ground of the claim of Mr. Palme be 

against the Government now for the preparati ; 

of these papers for the Government. ” 
The truth is, and itis very well known by those TI 

who were in Congress at that time, that in 195 


Mr. Palmer, who supposed himself to Oesens No. 
peculiar information in regard to these Subjects ther 
was desirous of being appointed to some sort of to br 
a diplomatic mission in these oriental islands and fort 
countries, I do not know which one, but som. 
where; and that he was recommended to the Gov. over 
ernment for some such place. Doubtless, these 
documents, thus prepared by him with a view to 
be presented to the Government, were intended T 
to enforce his claims to such a mission, and to Blo 
justify ,as I dare say they very amply would have am 
done, the Government in giving him such an ap. the 
pointment. _ They did not, however, give him the of ' 
appointment. Probably, if they had, we should and 
never have heard of this claim. cla 
All that Mr. Walker certifies to is that the in- mee 
formation is valuable. It is interesting and val. and 
uable, I dare say, to some people. I have read for 
some of it with a good deal of interest. Well mit 
now, in regard to the Secretary of State, if the mai 
Senator from Maine (Mr. Hamuiy] were here, | d 
should be very glad to know from him how it was “ 
that he happened to call for this information fom 1 
the State Be artment? Doubtless he was soli- - 
cited by Mr. Palmer himself, or if not, by some “ 
friend of his, for this is no new thing. Members An 
of the Senate who have been here a number of = 
ears, know very well how these things are got or, 
fore the public, and how, afterwards, they be- of | 
come the foundation of a claim. I have seen sev- vat 
eral cases where papers have been prepared first Ste 
in the s of memorials, perhaps, then of re- S 
orts, not made by an officer of the Government, Mi, 
ut by a private individual, of which, finally, 
there 1s, by some contrivance or other, a deposit Es 


made in some of the Departments. Then amem- 
ber of Congress is importuned to make a call on pa 
the Secretary for that information. Then thein- 


formation comes here—and formerly it was, of 7 
course, printed by the Senate—and the next thing io 
we hear is, that there is aclaim for compensation. ef 
One case of that sort passed in the last Congress. ™ 
I said nothing about it, but I always thought it fi 
was exceedingly improper. These volunteers in 
the service of the vernment ought not to be , 


allowed to press their work upon us, and then ob- e 
tain compensation for it. Feeney Mr. Paiset’s h 
manuscript or report, which came here first in the 


shape of a memorial, was once or twice before be 

the Library Committee, who, as I stated baal re 

ooh were rather glad to get rid of it. The Library 
mmittee of that day were very much averse (0 ts 

gee books,or publishing anything, inshor', Pe 
t what might properly ‘be called documents— S 

reports of officers of the Government of one class . 

oranother. Nothing was done by that commutiee Hh 

on the subject; and finally, in 1850, Mr. Foote, 

of Mississippi, introduced his celebrated resolu 

tion upon which the great ‘battie of the books 

took 


Senator from North Carolina has correctly stated 
what took place upon that occasion an subse- 
quently. eeiser its 
There is really, I think, no foundation in stri«' 
justice for this claim; but I do not know whethe 
it won not have been wise Ber paid ee 8 
thing or it ten years > an am no 4 
| it would not be wise to pay something now, fr ‘ 
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. a Shee as Mr. Palmer lives, I have no | 
a “ne and if the gendeman who reported this bill | 
oid acceptan amendment to pay $1,000, I be- 
aed [ should vote for it, as an economical dispo- 
Sa of the subject; but if it is claimed as a mat- 
aeof tight, I know too much about it to be able | 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading, and was read the third time. 
Mr. BRAGG. 1: 
the passage of the bill. . 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 16; as follows: 


Lask for the yeas and nays on 
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| authorized to pay the account. 


|| Mr. SIMMONS. 





| in the allowance of the claim at the epartment 


from the usual route directed by the Secretary of 


GLOB 


| was, that the officer in charge diverged somewhat | 


| be urged én secula seculorum; at i cide on one of his superiors. The onl difficulty 
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special agents of the Department. I know the 


| testimony shows that he received no compensa- 


| War, and therefore he did not consider himself | 


| supervision of the committee on two occasions. 


| thought $1, 
_ in recommending the payment of that sum. 
| The bil’ was reported to the Senate without 


| amendment. 


yEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Benjamin, Bingham, Bright, || many lawyers were employed in this matter. 


Chandler, Clark, Collamer, Crittenden, Durkee 
Brows, Ue Foot.’ Harlan, Iverson, Rice, Seward, Sim: | 
a Ten Eyek, Wade, and Wilkinson—20. 
* A yS—Messrs. Bragg, Clay, Fitch, Fitzpatrick,Grimes, | 

snmond, Hunter, Johnson of Tennessee, Nicholson 
ae, Polk, Powell, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Stidell, and 
Yulec—16. 
So the bill was passed. 
ELI W. GOFF. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 113) for the relief of Eli W. Goff. — 
“Mr. FOOT. I have charge of that bill, and 
there are certain important papers that I omitted | 
to bring with me; and I desire that it may lie over 
for the present. 


i| 
Vi 


| 


_selemployed. There was a great deal of litiga- 


| tion, as the Senator would find by reading the 


\| testimony. Two of them we understand to be a 


firm, and there was one other gentleman employed. 
| They claimed a much larger amount—¢5,000. We 
| scaled it down to what we thought a reasonable 
rate. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Has the committee allowed 


|| them the usual charges for such services? 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. The usual charges cus- | 


tomarily allowed by the Department in such cases. | 





The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 





There being no objection, the bill was passed 


over. 
BLOCKER, DAVIS, AND GURLEY. 


The bill (S. No. 114) for the relief of R. F. 
Blocker, ©. J. Gurley, and J. F. Davis, was read | 


asecond time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. It proposes to require the Seeretary 
of War to pay to R. F. Blocker, E. J. Gurley, 


and J. F. Davis, the sum of $1,000 in full for their | 
claim against the United States for their profes- | 
sional services in defending Lieutenant Anderson | 
and his detachment, who were arrested and tried | 


for a criminal offense, alleged to have been com- 
mitted while acting under orders of their com- 
manding officer in Texas in 1854. 

Mr FESSENDEN. Let us hear the report 
read. 

The Secretary read the report of the Committee 
on Military Affairs; from which it appears that 
on the 16th of April, 1854, Captain Richard H. 
Anderson, United States Army, received written 
instructions from Brevet Brigadier General Har- 
ney to proceed to Fort Gibson with a detachment 


of four non-commissioned officers and twelve pri- | 


vates and arrest Assistant Surgeon Josephus M. 
Steiner, of the medical corps, United States Army, 
and convey him te Austin for trial by court-mar- 
tial, for mutiny and insubordination in killing 
Major R. A. Arnold, his superior officer. These 
written instructions stated * that H. P. Brewster, 
Esq., a gentleman of legal learning, would. accom- 
pany him, and give such advice as the exigencies 
of the mission might require.’’ But sickness in 
Mr. Brewster’s family so detained him that Cap- 
tain Anderson went upon his mission without any 
legal adviser, and arrested Dr. Steiner, while he 
was claimed by the sheriff of the county as his 
ieee under an indictment for the murder of 

ajor Arnold. In returning to Austin with the 
prisoner in his custody, Captain Anderson yielded 
to the request of Dr. Biciner to pass Waco on his 
way, which is not on the most direct road from 
Fort Gibson to Austin; and while at Waco, Cap- 


tain Anderson and his detachment were arrested | 
by legal process under a sy of rescuing the | 
he 


prisoner (Dr. Steiner) from the custody of the 
sheriff of Hill county. Captain Anderson was 
taken before a court of inquiry upon a charge the 
punishment of which was “hard labor in the 
penitentiary not less than five nor more than ten 
years.”” Under these circumstances, he employed 
the petitioners to defend him and his men, and 
advised his superior officer of what had been done. 
ptain Anderson was held to answer the ae 
the men were discharged. The petitioners also 
defended Captain Anderson in the district court 
of Hill county, and the trial resulted in his ac- 
quittal. The claim for these services is regarded 
88 reasonable and fair by several practicing attor- 
mer whose letter accompanies the petition. 
r. FIPZPATRICK. The facts are all fully 
Set forth in the report which has been read. It is 
& case that occurred in ‘Texas, and one of some 
notoriety. This man Steiner committed a homi- 


SHELDON M’KNIGIT. 


It underwent the | 


was sufficient, and were unanimous | 


tion for that service. I know, furthermore, that 
when the present Postmaster General came into 
power, he at once promptly entered into a contract 
with Mr. McKnight, making it a governmental 


; || contract, and allowing hini $100 for the round 
to vote for it. || ‘The service was performed, and the difficulty was 


| in ascertaining the compensation. The committee | 


_ 
ow, let me state to the Senate that the round 


| trip embraces two thousand miles for $100—the 


I do not understand why so | 


|| Mr. FITZPATRICK. There were three coun- || 


|| cheapest service performed on this earth, and the 
| most dangerous service. 


Not only has he car- 
ried the mails there since the completion of the 
canal at the Sault Ste. Maric, but prior to that 
he constructed a railroad connecting the lower 
lakes with Lake Superior, at his own private ex- 
| pense, over which he transported the mails. He 
and two other gentlemen carried all these maila 
in his boat and two others, and accommodated a 
population of fifty thousand people: and no other 


|| fifty thousand upon this continent have contrib- 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, next | 


proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 30) for the 
relief of Sheldon McKnight. It proposes to di- 
rect the Postmaster General to pay to Sheldon Mc- 


|| Knight, for carrying the United States mail from 
Cleveland, Ohio, and Detroit, Michigan, to Mack- | 


inaw, Sault Ste. Marie, Marquette, Copper Har- 


Michigan, La Pointe and Superior, Wisconsin, 





by authority of the postmasters or agents of the 
Department, and without a contract with the De- 
|| partment, an amount equal per trip to that now 
allowed by the Department for the same service, 
| deducting therefrom the amount heretofore paid. 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN. I think bills oak 


bor, Eagle Harbor, Eagle River, and Ontonagon, | 


during the years from 1849 to 1857, inclusive, in | 
all cases where it is shown to the satisfaction of | 
the Postmaster General that the mail was carried | 


‘| us give the amount now allewed b 
nt to | 


be passed with great caution which mention no | 


We do not know what we are 
I should like to know of the chairman of 


sum whatever. 
|| voting. 





the committee who reported the bill what is the | 


amount. I think in all such bills the amount ought 
to be stated in order that Congress may know 
what they are doing. To say he shall be paid as 


at all, is not the way to legislate; and I am a little 
surprised that a bill in such an unsatisfactory form 
should be reported by so able a committee as that 
|| presided over by my friend from Florida, [Mr. 
uLEE.] I desire to know the amount. 

Mr. YULEE. I am sorry not to deserve in 





| 


ticular attention to the case. 
ing my absence from the city. 


much as hasbeen allowed to somebody else for do- | 
ing such a thing, without mentioning any amount 


uted so much to the resources of the country as 
| the fifty thousand supplied by the mails in the 
basin of Lake Superior; and no other fifty thou- 
' sand people have received so small a benefit from 
the Government as they. \ 
I admit I cannot understand why it was that 
the powers that were did not make a contract 
directly with Mr. McKnight; but the evidence 
before the committee was positive that this gentle- 
man had carried the mails. He carried them upon 
contracts made with the postmasters upon the 
route, and upon contracts with the several agents 
of the Department; but why these contracts were 
| never perfected here, I do notunderstand. When 

the present Postmaster General came into office 
| he very promptly stepped forward and said it was 
| a cheap service, and entered into a contract for 
| the future. Now all that Mr. McKnight asks is, 
that he shall be paid the same for carrying the 
mails under contract with the postmasters that he 
| is allowed by the Postmaster General; and when 

you take into consideration that these boats, the 
| most magnificent boats that float on our waters, 
make only twelve or thirteen round trips in the 
year, and that each round trip is two thousand 
miles, and the service is done br $100 a trip, let 
the Depart- 
ment. They ask no more than the Department 
admits they are entitled to. 

Mr.WADE. This claim is of a similar char- 
acter to one that was passed at the last Congress. 
That was the claim of Captain Turner, who I 
believe carried the mails at the same time and to 
the same extent. 

Mr. RICE. There were three boats engaged. 

Mr. WADE. Captain Turner’s claim was al- 
lowed. [| investigated that claim at the time ver 
fairly. It came before the Senate, and the bill 
then passed. Although I did not investigate this 
| particular claim, I could not fail to see that Me- 
Knight stood on precisely the same ground. 


|| There was no contract with the Government; but 
\| I believe there was evidence in that, and I believe 
this case the compliment of having given any par- || there is in this case, that the Postmaster Genera! 


It wasreported dur- || authorized the postmasters along the route toem- 
I am notinformed |! plo 


some of these lake captains to carry the 


sufficiently of the facts to be able to answer the || mail, and they, of course, did carry it, supposing 


inquiries in relation to it, beyond what the report 
may show. The Senator from New Hampshire, 
{Mr. Hate,] who is a member of the committee, 
and who is not now in his seat, examined the case 
|| and made the report, as | was informed, accom- 
|| panied by the bill which has just now been read. 
Phe report, I presume, contains a statement of the 
facts. Beyond that, I can say nothing, as I have 
not particularly given my attention to the case. 

r. SIMMONS. Perhaps the bill had better 
be laid by until the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire is here. [‘*Oh, no.’’] 

Mr. RICE. I gave, at the last session, a good 
deal of attention to thisclaim. At the present 
session it was referred to another member of the 
committee. 
from Detroit through to t 





e head of Lake Supe- 


He carried the mail at the poapant and by author- 
ity of the postmasters upon the route. 
enabled to explain to the Senate why a contract 





|| rectly; but I know the papers show that he per- 
|| formed the service, and that he did it in accordance 


| 


Mr. ae has carried the mail || 


rior, I do not know for how long a time, but the \ 
distance for the round tripis two thousand miles. || 


I am not | 


' was not made by the Department with him di- |' 


| that that was contract enough, and that the Gov- 
| ernment would recognize what they had done, and 
| pay them for it. [believe the Department in that 
| case supposed that the services were rendered at 


| a low and cheap rate, in comparison to what they 


\| had contracted for in other cases, and that claim 
| was adjusted and paid, I think, to the amount of 
| Some twenty thousand dollars. This, standing 
|| on the same ground, it seems to me, ought to 
|| fare the same way. That is all I have to say 
|| about it. I do not wish to go into particulars, but 
| I know it stands on the same principle. 

| Mr. YULEE. I find, on looking at the bill, 
|| that it contains such a limitation as the Senator 
from Kentucky requires. Although the amount 
is not named to which the claim shall be limited, 
|| the Postmaster Gencral is limited to the amount 
| which he is now paying for the same service on 
| proof that the service was performed, 

| Mr. CHANDLER. That is it. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I want to say one word. 
|| This bill passed the Senate, under the supervis- 
ion of my predecessor, Mr. Stuart, unanimously 
|| twice; and it also passed the House of Represent- 
|| atives last year, but did not get the approval of 


|| with the request of the postmasters, and of the |! the President. The next bill to it is similay. 
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Mr. CRITTENDEN. I hopc it is the last bill 
of the sort that will be passed. It is an excced- 
ingly incautious sort of legislation, and one that 
I think does very little credit to our prudence or 
our proceedings in the work of legislation. You 
do not know, from the face of the bill, what you 
are voting for; you are voting for an indefinite 
number of trips, an indefinite service supposed to 
be performed by a man, and voting that he shall 
be paid for it according to a certain criterion. 
You know nothing; you do not know the sum of 
money you are voting away; you do not know 
what is the service performed; you do not know 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the discretion to the Postmaster General for the 
_ payment of the service that was rendered not 
_ under contract, not to exceed in any case the sum 


the criterion according to which it is to be calcu- | 


lated. 


I think the committee ought to take the || 


bill back, and report one which shall enable us to | 


know what we are paying. Nevertheless, I do 
not intend to be scrupulous about it. 


from Kentucky that there were but three claims 
of this kind. One has already been paid; the 
other has passed this body twice and the House 


now paid, to be diminished if he thinks the ser- 
vice formerly done was not equal to the service 
now done. J ask the Secretary to read the amend- 
ment; and with that amendment I can vote for 
the bill. 

The Secretary read the amendment, which is, 
from line fifteen to strike out to the end of the bill, 
in the following words: 

* An amount equal per trip to that now allowed by the 
Department for the same service, deducting therefrom the 
amount heretofore paid.” 

And to insert in lieu thereof: 


Such compensation as the said Postmaster General may 
find to be just and equitable ; in no event to exceed that now 
allowed for the same service, deducting therefrom the 


| amount heretofore paid. 


Mr. RICE. I will state to my honorable friend || 


Mr. RICE. I do not understand the amend- 
ment. 


| $100 a trip was but just and equitable. 


once; the third one is now:pending. The partics | 


carried these mails in accordance with contracts 
made by the postmasters upon the routes, and by 
the special agents of the Department, and the De- 
partment has of itself approved of them by step- 


tt in and agreeing upon the amount to be paid— | 
1 


to make the contract apply to the past, but only 


to the future. They merely ask to be paid for the | not understanil Was thesetiaaat. 


past the amount that the Sepa says it is 
right should be paid for the future. This claim 
and one other are all that are left for that ser- 
vice. I believe I scrutinize these matters about as 
closely as almost any one, and I am opposed to | 


Mr. BENJAMIN. For the former service ? 


Mr. RICE. Yes, sir; and for the present ser- | 


| vice it is precisely the same. I will ask my hon- 


orable friend from Louisiana, suppose the Post- 
master General should take, as a criterion, the 
amount paid in his State, or the amount paid for 


| ocean service: could he not run up to two or 
) a trip; but the Department has not the power | ! 


three thousand dollars a trip? 
Mr. BENJAMIN, The Renate certainly does 
The bill, as re- 


| ported, makes it imperative on the Postmaster 


| General to pay as much as he now pays—makes || 


| that the criterion. 


claims that are vague and indefinite; but I do || 


think that these are just. I think I may say I 
know they are just; and when I say to the Sen- 
ate that the commerce that has passed the Sault 
Ste. Marie canal for the last year, by official state- 
ments from the State of Michigan, amounted to 
$10,000,000, and that this is every dollar that has | 
been paid or is to be paid for mail service there, | 
the Senate must be satisfied that itis a very small | 
amount. 
Mr. POLK. I should like to know if the chair- | 
man of the Post Office Committee or any member 
of the Senate can state how much this will amount 
to. I should like to know, as well as the Senator | 
from Kentucky, what it will amount to. 
Mr.CHANDLER. Ido not know the precise | 
amount, but the boat makes about twelve trips a 
ear. It amounts to $1,200 a year. 
Mr. POLK. How many years is the claim | 
for? 
Mr. CHANDLER. I think four or five years, | 
but [am not sure. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Seven or eight. 


Mr. CHANDLER. It may be six or seven or || 


eight years. It is a very small sum. 
r. BRIGHT. [ have not heard this bill read, | 

but I know all about the service. If the bill is 
framed in such a way as to pay to this claimant | 
the same amount that was paid to the owners of | 
the North Star, by Mr. Turner’s bill that passed | 
two years ago, it is rigat that it should be paid. 
Mr. RICE and Mr. BINGHAM. Itis just the | 


same, 

Mr. BRIGHT. That case was very carefully 
examined, I was a member of the Post Office 
Committee myself, and examined it, as I have ex- | 
amined this case. The only difficulty with these | 
parties was, that they had no contract for the ser- 
vice; but they performed the service with the as- | 
surance that they should be paid a reasonable 
compensation. Cong, ss, the session before last, 
declared what that compensation was in Mr. Tur- | 
ner’s case. This bill, I suppose, is framed on the | 

rinciple of allowing here the same amount. | 
‘*Exactly.”’] _Itis right, and ought to be paid. 

Mr, BENJAMIN. The objection which the 
Senator from Kentucky makes to this bill struck 
me upon reading it, andI have sentanamendment 


| 
| 








to the Secretary’s desk, which I should like to 
have reported. The objection I have to the bill 
as it reads is, that it makes it the duty of the De- 
partment to ar this party a fixed sum, equal to 
that now paid for carrying the same mail. We 
do not know whether the mail, during the time 
that this person claims to have carried it without 
ccntract,,was carried in the same way as often 
under the e responsibilities as it is now car- 
ried; and | pevase to amend the bill so.as to leave 


| 
' 
} 
| 


| 
| 


'| request of agents, as they might happen to be 
i] 


1} out. 


i 


} 


| 


} 


| 
| 





| 


Mr. RICE. Yes; $100 for two thousand miles 
of service. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Very well. Now, it may 
very good reasons, which we do not know, why 
there should not be as much allowed. He has got 
that party now bound down. Heisobliged to take 


| the mail atthe particular times and periods pointed 


out, and under the regulations of the Department. 
Formerly, it was a voluntary service; one at the 





Mr. RICE. Not voluntary, I will say to the 


|| Senator. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. 


I leave that consideration 
Now, the proposition I have made is this: 


|| the Postmaster General shall have some discre- 
| tion as to how much he shall pay; but he shall 


not go beyond the present price. That is what 


|| my amendment states; and if he thinks the present 


price is too much, if he does not think it ought to 
be $100 a trip, he ought to diminish the amount. 
Mr. RICE. The past service was the same as 
the present service precisely. The Postmaster 
General made a contract to commence the last sea- 
son at $100 a trip for two thousand miles of the 
most dangerous service that is performed in the 
United States, and the cheapest service upon the 
face of the earth. Why leave this discretionary 
with him? Ido not understand the object of it. 
Suppose he says twenty-five dollars a round trip, 
or fifty dollars: why put these men, after having 
lain out of their pay for so long a time, at the dis- 
cretion of any one, when they come here and ask 


|, 247) entitled ** An act for the relief of 


| signed, on the 27th instant, an act (H.R.N 
|, to establish mail routes in the Terntor 


The Postmaster General has stated that || 
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Representatives, by Mr. For : 

questing the Senate to sian ae ay tks re. 
, bill (No. 246) enutled “An act for the relief f * 
_ heirs of Major John Ripley;” and _ bi 


| representatives of Francis Chaudonet oo legal 
| ,,On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Sccrota 

| directed to return these bills to the Ho 
_ Representatives. " 


BILLS BECOME Laws. 


The message further announced th 
|ident of the United States had apeenn, 


0. 326) 

7 rs f Kan. 
| sas; on the 28th instant, a joint reinlnnie , 
| No. 21) for the relief of the otalivecteen rt 

Post Office Department; and on the 29i) insta, : 
an act (H. R. No. 216) making appropriation. 
| for fulfilling treaty stipulations with the Ponca I ; 

dians, and with certain bands of Indians > . 
State of Oregon and Territory of Washington, 
for the year ending June 30, 1860. - 


ARTHUR EDWARDS. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The bill No, 99] upon 
, the @alendar is precisely the same as the bill we 
_ have just passed for Mr. McKnight, except in the 
names of the parties and that the mail was car. 


¥ Was 
Use of 


| ried from Chicago, instead of Cleveland and De- 


troit. As the bills are of the same character and 
the Senate have had a discussion on this, I eons 
| that we act on that bill at this time, 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I object to taking y 
|| anything out of its order, .* 
he PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Browy 
‘in the chair.) The question is on the motion of 
| the Senator from Illinois to take up the bill No. 


| so happen that the Postmaster General may know | 221 


| Mr. CRITTENDEN. I object to taking up 
| anything out of its order. ; 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. The twocases are the same 
| in principle; the report is the same; we have just 
| discussed one, and it wil] take but a moment to 
| dispose of it. 

| Mr. FITCH. So is the very next bill on the 
‘| Calendar. 

‘|| Mr. TRUMBULL. 
them you take first. 
} Mr. FITCH. There are three. 

| Mr. TRUMBULL. Well, I will consent to 


I do not care which of 


taking up the next bill. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
| proceeded to consider the bill (S. No. 29) for the 
| relief of Arthur Edwards and his associates. |: 
| proposes to direct the Postmaster General to audit 
and settle the account of Arthur Edwards and 
his associgtes, for transporting the United States 
through mail, in their steamers, during the years 
1849 and 1853, and intervening years, to and from 
Cleveland and Detroit, to and from Sandusky and 
| Detroit, and to and from Toledo and Detroit, and 
| to allow and pay them not less than $28 60 for each 
|| and every passage of their steamers between those 
poe during that time, when the mails were on 
|| board. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate without 
|| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


| 





| 





Congress to settle the matter? I do not know of | reading, read the third time, and passed. 


any other case in which it is done. 
r. BENJAMIN. It is the commonest thing 
in the world. 
Mr. RICE. Well, I will accept the amend- 
ment of the Senator of Louisiana, provided he 
will leave it at the discretion of the Postmaster 


|| General to pay whatever he deems proper, not 


limiting it at all. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Not exceeding the present 
contract. 

Mr. RICE. Why put that in? Letit be with 
him to decide, and let these gentlemen bring be- 
fore him evidence of the expense they have in- 
eurred. They have been brought down to the 
very lowest re, because we, in that country, 
have been unfortunate in this regard. There is 
no service in the Senator’s country for one fourth 
the distance where double the amount has not 
been paid. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

RETURN OF BILLS TO THE HOUSE. 


A. 8. SPENCER AND G. 8. HUBBARD. 


} 

|| Mr. TRUMBULL. I trust now the Senate 
|| wifl suffer that other bill, which is for precisely 
the same service, supplying the same offices, ex- 
|| cept by a different person, to be taken up and acted 
| upon, Itis the Senate bill No, 221. I move to 


|| take it up, 
|| The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S.No. 
‘| 221) for the relief of A. T. Spencer and Gurdon 
| S. Hubbard was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It propor 
to direct the Postmaster General to pay to A. T. 
'| Spencer and. Gurdon S. Hubbard, for carrying 
'| the United States mail from Chicago, Illinois, to 
Mackinack, Sault Ste. Marie, Marquette, Copper 
Harbor, Eagle Harbor, Eagle River, and Ontona- 
gon, Michigan,and La Pointe and Superior, Wis- 
consin, the years.from 1854 to 1859, in- 
clusive, in cases where it is shown to ar 
satisfaction of the Postmaster General that the 
mail was carried by authority of the poses 
or agents of the Post Office Department, and w! 
out a contract with the papers me 
equal per trip to that allowed by the Departmen, 


' 


A message was received from the House of || under contract last season, to the owners of the 
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rs North Star and Illinois, performing simi- Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


sieame “trol i and 
var wips between Detroit, Michigan, and the same || 


ke Superior. 
pee upon MONS. FP shotild like to inquire what | 


mount is now paid for the service of these steam- 
a 


a. CHANDLER. It is the same as in the 


ota bill wa reported to the Senate without 


amendment, aes 
“» road the third time, and passed. 
rade RIGHT. I move that the Senate ad- 


ra. motion was agreed to; and the Senate 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
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The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer || previous question will not be seconded. 


the Chaplain, Rev. Toomas H. Srockron. 
Yectooreal of yesterday was read and approved. 


NEW YORK LETTER CARRIERS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid || 
before the House a communication froffi acting 
Postmaster General King, transmitting, in com- 
plianee with a resolution of the House, a state- 
ment prepared in the Auditor’s office, showing 
the number of persons employed in delivering and 
collecting letters in the city of New York in con- 
nection with the post office in that city, and the 
amount paid to each, for the ee ending June 30, 
1859; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, and ordered to be | 
printed. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF CHARLES PORTERFIELD. 


The SPEAKER stated the first business in 
order to be the question on the passage of a bill 
(H. R. No. 243) for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Charles Porterfield, deceased, re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole House 
on Friday last. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia. That bill was be- 
fore the House on Friday last, and was then dis- 
cussed ina hasty manner; as long, however, as 
I think necessary, as it is a matter of form rather 
than of substance that we ‘are asking at the 
hands of the House. The bill did not pass then 
for the want of a quorum. Believing that no fur- 
ther discussion is necessary, I move the previous 
question. 

Mr. NOELL. The previous question was or- 
dered on this bill last Friday. - 

The SPEAKER. Yes, sir; and the question 
is now on the passage of the bill. 

The bill was passed. 

_Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
er moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
e. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


HEIRS OF MAJOR JOHN RIPLEY. 


The SPEAKER announced as the next busi- | 
ness in order, the question on ordering a bill (H. 
R. No. 246) for the relief of the heirs of Major 
John fipley reported from the Committee of 
the Whole House on Friday last, to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF FRANCIS CHAUDONET. 


The SPEAKER stated as the next’business in 
order, the question on ordering a bill (H. R. No. 
~47) for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Francis Chaudonet, reported on Friday last from 

¢ Committee of the Whole House, to be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
4 third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

JANE B. EVANS. 


The next business in order was the question 
on ordering to be engrossed and read a third time 
a bill (H.R. No. 4 }) for the relief of Jane B. | 

vans, reported on Friday last from the Com- | 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

, Mr. WHITELEY. That bill was ges 
tom the Committee on Patents unanimously, It 
Was in charge of the gentleman from Connecticut, 

(Mr. Buawuam,] who is not now in his seat. 














is that? 

| Jane B. Evans. 
reported to the House? 
| last Friday. 

ordered to be engrossed for a third |) ject to prs of that bill. 
upon the engrossment of the bill. 
vious question, I believe, has not been demanded. | 


| ware is entitled to the floor. 


| sure, if the House understood the bill, they would | 
not pass it. 


came before the House. 


Committee on Patents. 
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Mr. WHITELEY. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Has it been 
he SPEAKER. It was reported to the House 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I shall ob- 


The S KER. The pending question is 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. The pre- 
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What bill | ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
| 


(| with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
The bill for the relief of || printed. AST ote 


JOSEPH C. G@. KENNEDY. 
Mr. MAYNARD, from the same committee, 


also reported a bill for the relief of Joseph C.G. 
Kennedy; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


HENRY MILLER & CO. 
Mr. TAPPAN, from the same committee, made 


an adverse report in the case of Henry Miller & 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Dela- | Co.; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 


Mr. WHITELEY. 


I then call the previous || 


question. || 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinofs. I hope the || 
I am || 
1} 


r. WHITELEY. I think they would pass || 


it. No debate, however, is in order. | 


Mr. PHELPS. 
Mr. WHITELEY. 
Mr. PHELPS. Then it has never been be- | 


fore the Committee of the Whole House? 


The SPEAKER. It has not. | 
Mr.PHELPS. Unless it can be sent toa Com- || 
mittee of the Whole House, I shall move to lay || 
the bill on the table. || 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for the 
reading of the bill. 
The bill was read. 
Mr. WHITELEY. 
the report. 
A Memsper. No debate isin order. I object. | 
Mr. PHELPS. I certainly think. this bill | 
ought to be considered in Committee of the Whole | 
House. Ifit is allowed to go there, I will not || 
make any motion to lay it on the table. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I think the 


I call for the reading of || 


send it there. 

Mr. TAPPAN. I hope not. This is a bill | 
which ought to pass. 1 ask that the previous |} 
question may be seconded, and the bill be passed. || 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to lay the bill on the || 
table. 

Mr. FLORENCE called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs.THomas, and |} 
Ketxoee of illinois, appointed. | 

Mr. PHELPS. If the gentleman who has || 
charge of this bill is willing that it be referred to | 
a Committee of the Whole House, I will with- | 
draw my motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. WHITELEY. Very well; let it go there. 

Mr. PHELPS. I withdraw the motion. 

The bill was then referred to a Committee of | 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying | 
report, ordered to be printed. 

REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. FENTON. I wish to enter a motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill (H.R. No. | 
13) to provide for the settlement of the claims of | 


the officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army, | 
and of the widows and children of those who died | 








in the service, was referred to the Committee of the | | 


Whole on the state of the Union. 
The motion was entered. : 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. GROW. I wish to enter a motion to re- | 
consider the vote by which House bill No. 23, to 
secure homesteads to actual settlers on the public 
domain, was referred to the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union. | 

The motion was entered. 


JOHN V. DOBBYN. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, reported back a bill | 
(H. R. No. 286) for’ the relief of John V. Dob- | 


byn, and moved that it be referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Naval Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


HALL NEILSON. 


| be printed. 


HIRAM HUMPHREYS. 
Mr. TAPPAN, from the same committee, also 


| made an adverse report in the case of Hiram Hum- 
phreys; which was laid on the table, and ordered 


to be printed. 
GUADALUPE ESTUDILLO DE ARGUELLO. 
Mr. HUTCHINS, from the Committee on the 


I desire to know how this bill || Post Office and Post Roads, reported back Senate 

|| bill (No. 117) forthe relief of Guadalupe Estudille 
It was reported from the | de Arguello, widow of Santia 
| the recommendation that it do pass; which was 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 


go E. Arguello, with 


be printed. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Speaker, I have a small bill 
here, which I am directed by the Committee on 
Public Lands to report to the House; but Iam 


| afraid there will be some who will object that it 


is not strictly in order upon this day. It is a 


| public measure. 


Objection was made. 
HOCKADAY & LEGGETT. 
Mr. ALLEY, from the Committee on the Post 


| Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the re- 


lief of Hockaday & Leggett; which was read a 


| first and second time, referred to a Committee of 
| the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 
| gentleman who has charge of the bill ought to || 


report, ordered to be printed. 
SAMUEL S. GREEN. 
Mr. ALLEY, from the same -committee, also 


| reported a bill for the relief of Samuel S. Green; 


which was read a first and second time, referred 

to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 

the accompanying report, ordered vole printed. 
SPENCER AND ITUBBARD. 

Mr. HELMICK, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of A. T. Spencer and 
Gordon S. Hubbard; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

ROBERT DOUGLASS. 

Mr. HELMICK, from the same committee, 

aiso reported a bill for the relief of Robert Doug- 


| lass, survivor of Douglass & Beman; which was 
| read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 


mittee of the Whole House, and, with the ac- 
compan ying report, ordered to be printed. 
GEORGE F. MEANS. 
Mr. HELMICK, from the same committee, 


also reported a bill for the relief of George F. 
Means; which was read a first and second time, 


|| referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 


and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


SAMUEL H.WOODSON. 


| Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I am directed by 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
to report a bill for the relief of Samuel H. Wood- 
son. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I ask that the’bill 
| beread through. Itoceupies but three lines. If 
| I get the consent of the House, I will move that 
it be put on its passage. 
| The bill was read through. 


| 


It authorizes the 
| Postmaster General to reopen and readjust the 
| accounts of Samuel H. Woodson, late mail con- 
tractor on route No. 4965. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. The bill makes no 





| Mr. MAYNARD, froma the Committee of 
Claims, re 


son; which was read a first and second time, re- 


appropriation. Colonel Woodson’s accounts were 


rted a bill for the relief of Hall Neil- \ settled under a late Postmaster General, and the 


present Postmaster General holds that under the 


& 
\e 
2 
9 


: 

6 
Ary! 

ae 
st 


+ *y 
. a 7 ' 
2 Wes Oe any 3 
oo os yas : ae 
: iia Te wre ee B 


eae 
im. ¥ 





, 
i! 
. 
i 
ie 
r * 
i 

| 


2B sae 


. on 7 ¥ 
Min Rel ie ee EE 


ace ahaa on 8 ie 


ph 





| 
law he has no right to look into the accopnts. | 
Mr. Woodson is charged with losing two gacks | 
of public documents, and he is able at this‘time | 
to explain their loss satisfactorily. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. 
companying the bill ? 
The SPEAKER. There is not. 
Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I have a written 
report, but I left it epee my table at my room. 
r. CRAWFORD. Does not the bill provide 
for the payment of some money to Colonel Wood- | 





| 


son? | 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. If the gentleman 
will lisien for a moment, I will explain the whole 
matter. Colonel Woodson was a mail contractor 
under the late Postmaster General. He was re- 

orted by some postmaster out West for having 

ost two sacks of 
the Delegate from Utah. Before he had an oppor- 
tunity to explain the loss, his accounts were set- | 
tled. The late Postmaster General having gone | 
out of office, the present Postmaster General says 
that, under the law, he cannot reopen Colonel 
Woodson’s aceounts. Colonel Woodson is now | 
prepared to make an explanation of the loss of | 
these books. The bill does not make an appro- | 
riation, but merely authorizes the Postmaster 
Coaerat to hear the explanation that Colonel 
Woodsoh has to make. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Does it not authorize the 
payment of money? | 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Two thousand dol- | 
lars of Colonel Woodson’s pay was withheld asa 
stoppage, as it is called, for the loss of these two 
sacks of publicdocuments. He neglected, during 


the time of the late Postmaster General, to make |! 


his excuse; but he is ready to make itat this time. 
But the present Postmaster General tells us that 
the law requires him to leave untouched the ac- | 





counts — and settled under his predecessors, || 


He is willing to hear what excuse Colonel Wood- 
son has to make, but he cannot do so under the 
law. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Let the bill be again read. 

The bill was again read. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Was not this claim reject- 
ed by the last House of Representatives? 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. No, sir. 

Mr.CRAWFORD. I am under the impres- 
sion that this bill was defeated at the last session. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. The Committee on | 
the Post Office and Post Roads, at the last ses- | 
sion, unaniMlously authorized me to report a bill 
for the relief of Samuel H. Woodson, I presented 
the bill to the House; but it was not considered, 
because, being taken up on objection day, the | 
single objection ofa gentleman from Pennsylvania 
prevented its passage. I did not get the floor af- | 
terwards during that session. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire the gentleman from 
Missouri to tell the House whether he has any 


statement from the Post Office Department show- || 


ing that this House ought to consider and pass | 
this bill? 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I have a verbal 
statement from the clerk who acted upon the ac- | 
counts of Colonel Woodson. 





Mr. TAPPAN. As this bill is likely to lead to || 


discussion, I call for the regular order of business. 
Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. It will not lead to 
discussion, I will only say one word in reply to | 
the gentleman from Kentucky. The officer who | 
acted upon Colonel Woodson’s account has in- | 
formed mc, in conversation, that if he had under- | 
stood the case at the time as he now understands | 
it, he would not have acted as he did. 
manifestly just bill, and ought to pass. I believe 
I could get a letter from that officer in five min- | 
utes. 
Mr. HATTON. The statement of the gentle- | 
man from Missouri is amply sufficient and satis- | 
factory. 
Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from Mis- 
souri will get a report from the Post Office De- | 
partment on the subject, withdrawing the bill for 
the time for that purpose, I will make no objec- 
tion to the bill. ie seems to me that a bill direct- 
ing the Post Office Department to reopen and re- 
adjust accounts like this one of Colonel Woodson, 
carries with it an implied direction to the Depart- 
ment that the account shall be readjusted, upon 
the principles set up by the party himself. There | 
ia no report, and no communication from the De- | 
partment en the gubject. Tam not familiar enough | 


public documents belonging to || 


: 1] 
Itis a || ¢ 
i} at 





| with the laws regulating the Post Office Depart- 
| ment, and the conduct of mail carriers, to say 
upon what law or laws the Postmaster General 
deducts $2,000 for the loss of two bags of public 





Is there any report ac- | documents. I cannot inform the House why he 


deducts $1,000 a bag. 
| Mr.TAPPAN, lI call for the regular order of 
| business. 


The SPEAKER. This is the regular order of 
_ business, and the question is upon ordering the 
_ bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move to refer the bill to 
a Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
| Calendar. 
| The motion was agreed to. 
| HARVEY ALLEN. 
Mr. ADAMS, of Kentucky, from the Commit- 
| tee on the Post Qffice and Post Roads, reported a 
_ bill for the relief of Harvey Allen, of Wisconsin; 
| which was read a first and second time, referred 

to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


METROPOLITAN GAS LIGHT COMPANY. 


| Mr. CARTER, from the Committee for the 
| District of Columbia, reported a bill for the in- 
| corporation of the Metropolitan Gas Light Com- 


| Pow. 

r. BARR. That is not a private bill, and I 
| object. 

GROUND FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


| Mr. CARTER, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill directing the conveyance of a lot 
| of ground for the use of public schools in the city 
| of Washington; which was read a first and sec- 
| ond time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
| dered to be printed. 


Mr. CARTER, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill to incorporate the East Washing- 
ton Library Association. 

Mr. ASHMORE., These are not private bills, 


EAST WASIIINGTON LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
| 
| 


and I object to them. 
Mr.CARTER. Does the Speaker decide that 
this is not a private bill? 
The SPEAKER. He does not. If it refers to 
| a private corporation, it is a private bill. 
he bill was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
| with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
| printed, 


| METROPOLITAN GAS LIGHT COMPANY——AGAIN. 


Mr. CARTER. I now report the bill for in- 
| corporating the MetropolitanGas Light Company 
in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Thatisa publicbill, though 
the corporation may, in the estimation of the 
| Speaker, be private; and I have no doubt it is, 
judging from the — they charge for gas. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 
| @ private bill. 

he bill was then read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
| printed. 
| GERMAN BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 


Mr. EDGERTON. I am instructed, by the 
| Committee for the District of Columbia to report 
| a bill extending the charter incorporating the Ger- 
| man Benevolent Society of the city of Washing- 
ton, in the District of Columbia, approved July 
27, 1842; and to ask that the same be put upon 





8 ° 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
| a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

r. EDGERTON moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 

lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
he latter motion was agreed to. 
JOHN RIPLEY'S IEIRS. 

Mr. BURNETT. I desire to have entered a 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the sev- 
eral bills for the relief of the heirs of Major John 
Ripley, and of the legal representatives of Francis 
Chaudonet, were passed this morning. 

The motion was entered. : 

SHREVE & CARTER. 


Mr. BARRETT. I move that the Commit- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





tee of the Whole House be disc 

further consideration of the ome the 

Court of Claims No. 205, upon the Seaite the 

Lydia R. Shreve and Walker R. Carter, aos” 

istrators of Henry M. Shreve, and that the md 

be referred to the Committee of Claims me 
The motion was agreed to. ' 


Mr. HOUSTON. In reference t 


0 th 
reports of the Court of Claims, I would tine 
know whether the report accompanying the decis. 


ion of the Court of Claims accompanies the 
The SPEAKER. All the papers j = 
with the reference, Papers in the case go 
r. ON. I find occasional] 
Calendar claims reporteqd favorably “ — 
mittee, which have been adversely reported y - 
by the Court of Claims, while only the cone : 
of the committee is cited on the Calendan - 
that those of us who do not act Specially w = 
the case in the committee, are not advised of al 
the facts. Therefore, I desire that the report of 
the court shall follow the case, so that the whol 
action upon it mer 6° with it to the committes ; 
Mr. FLORENCE. There are often errors ix 
the Calendar. It often happens that there is equi: 
in a claim, and the court so report, and there re- 
port comes here as an adverse report, while it is 
in no J a a report. erefore, it ig 
roper that all the papers coming from t 
rhould follow the on , sue 
The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Alabama that he supposes 
that all the papers in the casé should be printed, 


ROSS WILKINS AND OTHERS. 


Mr. HICKMAN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back, with a recommendation 
that it do not pass, an act (S. No. 66) to author. 
ize and direct the settlement of the accounts of 
Ross Wilkins, James Witherell, and Solomon 
Sibley; which was laid on the table. 


SIEUR DE BONNE AND OTHERS. 


Mr. HICKMAN, from the same committee, 
also reported back, with a recommendation that 
it do pass, an act (S. No. 92) authorizing the 
court to adjudicate the claim of the legal repre- 
sentatives of the Sieur de Bonne and the Cheva- 
lier de Repentigny to certain lands at Sault St. 
Marie, in the State of Michigan; which was re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 


ELIZABETH M. COCKE. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, from the same 
committee, reported back, with an amendment, an 
act(S. No. 81) for the relief of Elizabeth M. Cocke, 
widow of James H. Cocke, late marshal! of the dis- 
trict of Texas. 

The bill which was read, after reciting that the 
United States, on the 29th of April, 1857, recov- 
ered judgment against Elizabeth M. Cocke, ad- 
ministratrix of James H. Cocke, late marshal, 
and his sureties, before the district court for the 
eastern district of Texas, for the sum of $2,041 93, 
and it being made to appear that it would be just 
and equitable that the collection of the judgment 
should not at this time be enforced, directs that 
no execution for the amount of the principal and 
interest due on said judgment shall be issued, and 
that the same be suspended until sufficient ume 
be allowed under the laws and according to the 
usual form of legal proceedings in Texas for the 
administratrix to prosecute to a final judgment a 
suit against Henry B. Martin, deputy marshal of 
James H. Cocke, who received and embezzled the 
money for which said judgment im favor of the 
United States vs. Elizabeth M. Cocke, adminis- 
tratrix, was rendered. 

The following is the amendment reported by 
the Committee on the Judiciary: 


om out allafter the enacting clause, and insert 3 
ows : 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, aud hereby is, 20- 
thorized to stay the issuance of execution on said judgment 
for such time as in his opinion will enable said administra- 
trix to prosecute to final judgment a suit against Henry B. 
Martin, deputy marshal of said James H. Cocke, who re- 
ceived and embezzled the money for which ni, 
in favor of the United States vs. said Elizabeth M. Cocke, 
administratrix, as aforesaid, was rendered : Provided, oe 
ever, That before such stay of execution shall be granted, 
the securities of said James H. Cocke shall enter their con- 
sent thereto on the records of the court in which said judg- 


ment was rendered. 
The amendment was to. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 
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KELLOGG, of Mlinois, moved to recon- 
Mr P yote by which the bill was passed; and 
- moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
asv : 

7 Jatter motion was agreed to. 
CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 


2ROTT. I see that the bill (H.R. 
‘Mr PAR enable the trustees of the Blue Mont ] 
par pang preémpt a certain quarter section of || 
wes d for other purposes, which was reported | 


| can < . } 
se the Committee on Public Lands, is entered || 


on the 


Calendar as having been referred to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. |) 
[ask that it be referred to a Committee of the || 
Whole House. | 
It was SO ordered. 

' 

| 


cNITED STATES AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


Mr. BURNETT. I call up the bill (H.R. No. 
913) to incorporate the United States Agricultural |, 
Gociety. It was reported from the Committee for || 
the District of Columbia, and has been read three || 
umes. 

The bill was taken up. 

Mr.BURNETT. I desire to say to the House | 
that this bill is a sim le act of incorporation. | 
When I reported it back from the Committee for | 
the District of Colambia, some gentlemen desired | 
time to examine it. It was reported back on the || 
7th of this month, and has been printed. It merely 
confers on this agricultural society the ordinary |, 
jowers of a corporation within and for the Dis- | 
trictof Columbia. Itgives to Congress the power 
to alter,amend, or chahge the act of incorporation 
at any time. It seems to me that there can be no | 
objection to the passage of the bill. I therefore | 
move the previous question on its passage. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Has the morning hour || 
expired? {| 

he SPEAKER. It-has not. } 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then how did the gentle- || 
man from Kentucky get the floor? | 

The SPEAKER. He calls upa bill which he | 
reported. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is it a private bill? 

Mr. BURNETT. No, sir. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then! would like to know | 
how the gentleman gets an opportunity to call it | 
up? I donot know that J will — if it does not | 
lead to debate. I have examined the act, and am | 
ready to vote for it. 

Mr. BURNETT. ILask the previous question | 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I would like to ask | 
the gentleman from Kentucky a question. 

Mr. BURNETT. ~ I will answer any question | 
the gentleman may desire to propound. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Iaskthe gentleman | 
what reason there isfor the organization of a so- 
7 of this character in the District of Columbia? 
Will it carry on the business of agriculture here ? 

Mr. BURNETT. It would require some time 
toanswer that question, if I were to cover the whole | 
ground. Itdoes seem to me that the necessity for 
agricultural societies in every portion of the coun- | 
try will be apparent to everygsensible man who | 
thinks of it for a moment. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 
bill on the table, 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the bill was passed, 

Mr. BURNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to || 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


J. R. CRUMP. 


Mr. HUTCHINS, from the Committee of | 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of J. R. | 





| 


i} 
I move to lay the || 





{ 
it 
| 
| 
| 


Crump; which was read a first and second time, || 


referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
2 ae the accompanying report, ordered to be | 
ited, 


LIEUTENANT JAMES TAYLOR’S HEIRS. 


_ Mr. DUELL, from the Committee on Revolu- 
ee Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the | 
crs of Lieutenant James Taylor, of the Vir- | 
ginia State line; which was read a first and sec- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


|| and ordered to be printed. 


-~ GEORGE G. DUNHAM. | 


LOBE 
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‘of the heirs.of Captain Richard Jones; and of 


Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on In- 4 Jemima Christian—to the Committee on Revo- 


dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of George 
G. Dunham; which was read a first and second | 
time, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, | 


| and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be || p 


printed. 
JULIUS MARTIN. 
Mr. BUFFINTON, from the Committee on 


Julius Martin; which was read a first and second | 
| 


i 


time, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report; ordered to be 
printed. 

MRS. AGATHA O'BRIEN. 


Mr. BUFFINTON, from the same committee, 
also reported back, with a recommendation that 
it do pass, a bill (S. No. 260) for the relief of Mrs. | 
Agatha O’Brien, widow of Brevet Major J. P. J. || 
O’Brien, late of the United States Army; which || 
was referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 





} 
i 
i} 
| 
} 


| 
HORSES LOST IN MILITARY SERVICE. 
Mr. McRAE, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the bill to eo for the 
payment for horses lost in the military service of 
the United States; which was laid on the table. | 


SAMUEL B. ELLIOTT. 


Mr. WINSLOW, from the Committee on In- || 
dian Affairs, made an adverse report on the me- || 
morial of Samuel B. Elliott; which was laid on || 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 
. JOSHUA DUELL. } 
- Mr. WASHBURN, of Wisconsin, from the || 
Committee on Private Land Claims, reported back || 
the memorial of Joshua Duell, and asked that it |! 
be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

It was so ordered. 


WOOD, KIRKLAND, AND OTHERS. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, made a report on the || 
memorial of Samuel S. Wood, William B. Kirk- 
land, and others; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. | desire to say that I re- 

ret very much that that report has been made. | 

supposed that it would not be acted upon until 
a regular meeting of the Committee on Foreign | 
Affairs. I understand that the meeting this morn- || 
ing was very thinly attended. I had no idea, as | 
one member of the committee, that the subject | 
would be acted on to-day; and my object now is | 
to state to the House that I regret exceedingly 
that the gentleman from Pennsylvania has made 
the report, ae as some of us who felt an | 
interest in it did not happen to be present at the | 
——e of the committee when it was author- 
ized. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I-regret that | 
the gentleman from Mississippi was not present | 


atthe meeting of the committee. This subject has || 








| 


that it do 
of Abner Merrill; which was referred to a Com- 


| lutionary Claims, 


ABNER MERRILL. 


Mr. FENTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
ensions, reported back, with a recommendation 
ass, an act (S. No. 96) for the relief 


mittee of the Whole House, and, with the accom- 


| Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of || P®%ying report, ordered to be printed. 


MARTHA SANDERSON. 
Mr. MARTIN, of Ohio, from the same com- 


|| mittee, reported a bill granting an invalid pension 
| to Martha Sanderson; which was read a first and 


second time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

JANE YATES. 


Mr. MARTIN, of Ohio, from the same com- 
mittee, also reported a bill granting a pension to 
Jane Yates; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 


| House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 


dered to be printed. 
JAMES C, MYERS. 
Mr. BRABSON, from the same committee, re- 


| ported a bill granting an invalid pension to James 
| C. Myers; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 


|| and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 


printed. 
RICHARD M. HADEN. 


Mr. BRABSON, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill granting a pension to Richard M. 


|| Haden; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 


| printed. 


ADRIAN RICH AND JOHN P. SMITH. 


Mr. BRABSON, from the same committee, (in 
behalf of Mr. Sickies,) also reported a bill grant- 


|| ing a pension to Adrian Rich, and a bill granting 


a pension to John P. Smith; which were sever- 
ally read a first and second time, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying reports, ordered to be printed. 


JOHN JACKSON. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, from the same 


| committee, reported back, with a recommenda- 


tion that it do pass, a bill (H. R. No. 70) grant- 
ing a pension to John Jackson, an invalid soldier; 
which was referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

WILLIAM II. ROGERS. 


Mr. STOKES, from the same committee, re- 


= a bill granting a pension to William H. 


ogers; which was read a first and second time, 


|| referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 


and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 





. . . . | 
been frequently under discussion in the commit- 


tee, and they authorized me this morning, if I could 





AARON QUIGLEY. 
Mr. STOKES, from the same committee, also 


do so before the next meeting of the committee, to '| reported a bill for the relief of Aaron Quigley, an 


make the report; and, acting under the authority | 
of the committee, I have made the report. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I do notdeny the author- | 
ity of the gentleman from Pennsylvania to make | 
the report. I merely desire to say that I regret | 
that the report has been made under the circum- 
stances. 


Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on Revo- 

lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
| ef Beda Hayes; whica was read a first and sec- 
| ond time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 


\| BEDA HAYES. 
| 


House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


CHANGES OF REFERENCE. 
On motion of Mr. POTTER, the Committee on 


further consideration of the following petitions, 
and they were referred as indicated below: 

The petition of citizens of the State of Ken- 
| tucky, praying for the allowance of bounty land 





a yee 3 a Committee of the Whole 
» and, wi e accom ing report, or- | 
dered to be printed. adil a . | 


to Wendell Trout—to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 
The petitions of the heirs of William Emmons; 


Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 


invalid seaman; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 


| KATHERINE K. RUSSELL. 


Mr. STOKES, from the same committee, also’ 

| reported a bill for the relief of Katherine K. Rus- 

me which was read a first and second time, re- 

ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 

with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 





MARY F. PARKER. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Mary F. Parker; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES LEE. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill granting a pension to Charles Lee; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
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JONATUAN W. SWIFT. : 


Mr. FOSTER, from the same committee, also | 
reported a bill granting a pension toJonathan W. 
Swift, of the United States Navy; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 


CHARLES GOODSPEED. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the same committee, also | 
reported a bill granting a pension to Charles Good- 
speed, a soldier of the war of 1812; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and, with the ac- | 
companying report, ordered to be printed. 


EFFISIA ©. DEMAY. 
Mr. FOSTER, from the same committee, also 


reported a bill for the relief of Effisia C. Demay, | 
widow of Charles F. V. Demay; which was read © 


a first and second time, referred to a Committec || 


of the Whole House, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 


MARGARET WHITEHEAD. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the same committee, also 
reported a bill for the relief of Margaret White- 
head; which was read a first and second time, re- | 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, | 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be | 
printed. 


RUFUS CALL, JR. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the same committee, also || a0 
|| being passed. 


reported a bill granting a pension to Rufus Call, 
jr.,a soldier in the war with Great Britain; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


JAMES DENNIS AND OTITERS. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the same committee, also 
made adverse reports in the cases of James Den- | 
nis, Joseph Perkins, Ware Tibbs, Conrad Du- 
vall, Jacob W. Moore, and Joseph Brewer; which 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


GREGORY PATTI. 


Mr. FLORENCE, from the same committee, 
reported a bill granting a pension to Gregory 
Patti; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


HESTER 8S. BARTON. 


Mr. FLORENCE, from the same committee, 
also reported a bill granting a pension to Hester 
Sergeant Barton; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time, referred to a Committee of the Whole || 


House, and, with. the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. . 


NAVAL ASYLUM BENEFICIARIES. 


Mr. FLORENCE, from the same committee, 
also reported back a memorial of the beneficiaries 
ofthe United States Naval Asylum, and moved that 
it be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EDWARD RUMMERY. 

Mr. STOKES, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Edward Rummery; 
which was read a first and second time, referred | 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with | 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. | 


MRS. FERGUSON SMITIV. 


. 


Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported 
a bill for the relief of Mrs. Ferguson Smith; which | 
Was read a first and second time, referred to a | 
Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


MARY BULLOCK. 


Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, from the same | 
comimiitee, also reported a bill for the relief of the | 
heirs of Mary Bullock; which was read a first | 
and second time, referred to a Committee of the | 
Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE WALKER’S CHILDREN. 


Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, from the 
same committee, also reported a bill for the relief 
of the surviving children of George Walker, de- 


| ceased; which was read a first and second time, ! 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, || They pour into the dead letter office h 


amd, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 
LOUISIANA LAND CLAIM. 
Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Private 


Land Claims, made an adverse report in the case 
of the heirs of Don Carlos de Villamont, for con- 


firmation of certain land claims in the State of | 
Louisiana; which was laid on the table, and or- || 


| dered to be printed. 
MRS. JANE VENABLE. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, made an adverse report on the 
memorial of the members of the Tennessee Le- 
gislature, in the caseof Mrs. Jane Venable; which 


was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


RETURN OF UNDELIVERED LETTERS. 
Mr. COLFAX. I rise to a privileged question. 
I call up the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill (S. No. 302) in relation to the re- 


turn of undelivered letters in the post offices was | 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 


| Pog Roads. This bill has already been consid- | 


' ered in the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


| Roads, and ory have instructed me to ask that 
| the bill may be b 


passed. The bill was drawn up by Judge Cot- 
| LAMER, a former Postmaster General. The Post 
| Office Department have no objection to its passage, 
and I hope there will be no objection here to its 


The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 
| The question then recurred on the motion toe 


|| commit the bill to the Committee on the Post 


| Office and Post Roads. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. COLFAX. I will say a few words upon 
| the subject of this bill. ‘The number of dead let- 
_ ters is constantly increasing, and now amounts to 
| two million five hundred thousand a year. It has 

become a great burden upon the Post Office De- 


| loss to it on those that finally become de 





rought before the House and be |) 


ad letters. 
| million, are there examined by Shek” by the 


» and al} 


| letters which do not contain valuables are q 
e. 


| stroyed. They may contain information of 
'| greatest interest, or business of the greatest _ P 
| ortance, or may be misdirected to Washinst - 
| la., (lowa,) when Washington, Ind. (India “ 
is intended; and there is no remedy, ava,) 
Under this bill, all uncalled-for letters indo 
|| as required will neither be advertised nor ae 
the dead letter office; but will be returned to the 
|| Writers, saving expense to the Government ;,- 
_ ducing other letters to be written in their head 
_and assisting in rendering the Post Office De i 
‘| ment more of a convenience to the puble va, 
great object which the Post Office Committe. de. 
sire to attain. “7 
| .Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. The 
| which has been and is felt by comm 
|| munities, and Iam glad that this b 
| brought forward for its correction. 


evil is one 
ercial com. 
ill_has been 


i 


|b It is th . 
| tice, in the city of New York and seamen 


this time, to give the directions which hay 
indicated, and I understand it is now joann 
to give that practice the sanction of law, 7 
| Mr. COLFAX. I will state that the bill was 
| drawn up by Senator Cotiamer, a former Post. 
/ master General. It has likewise received the 
| unanimous approbation of the Committee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads of this House, as wel! 
|| as of the Committee on the Post Office and Pos: 
|| Roads of the Senate. I consulted the officers of 
| the Post Office Department about it this morning 
| and I am fully satisfied that it ought to pass, — 
| Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Does it apply'to 
|, dead letters alone? 
|| Mr. COLFAX. Itisto prevent letters becom- 
ing dead letters; and provides for sending them 
ack to the writers after a certain time. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The bill does not 
|| go_as far, I think, as it ought to be made to go, 


| Mr.COLFAX. The Post Office Departmeny 


|| have informed us that they would, during this 


|| it shall be returned to him if undelivered, instead | 


partment, and a great expense to the Government. || session, lay before the House, through the Com- 

This bill provides that if the writer of the let- || mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, other 
ter shall indorse on the back of it a direction that || reforms for lessening the number of dead letters. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I understand that 
of incurring the expense of advertising and of | only those letters which contain money and other 


| sending it to the dead letter office to be destroyed, | valuables are now returned to the writers. |t 


it shall, after remaining uncalled-for thirty days, || seems to me that the Committee on the Post Office 


be returned to the person who wrote it. 

Mr. MILES. Is it necessary that the writer of 
the letter should indorse upon it the direction that 
it shall be returned ? 


Mr. MILES. If that is to be done, it seems 
| to me that this bill will have very little value in it. 


|, Of course very few persons will take the trouble 


of doing that. 
Mr. COLFAX. Itcould not be told who wrote 
| ‘the letter, unless his name was indorsed upon it. 
Mr. MILES. It seems to me that there would 
be very few who would give such directions. 
Mr. COLFAX. There are very many persons 
who would give such a direction. For instance, 


taxes; the man is dead, or has gone away. The 
y y 


| do not see the paper in which the letter is adver- | 


| tised; and the letter goes to the dead letter office, 
| and is destroyed. ‘This bill would permit John 
under which, after having remained uncalled-for 
thirty days, it would be returned to them, instead 





| stance: a wife writes toa husband, who is mining 


|| in Pike’s Peak or California, that he must hasten 
| his return, to save his property from sacrifice, or | 
| to see a child, rapidly declining. She directs it to | 
| the post office he instructed her to address him at; | 
| but when it arrives, he may be prospecting hun- | 


dreds of miles off, with no intention of returning 
there till the close of the season. The return of 
| her letter to her, after twenty or thirty days’ wait- 
| ing, and not called for, lets oo know that he has 
not recejved her notice, and warns her that she 
must write to him elsewhere. In this way, and 
many others that might be named, it will tend to 
increase the number of letters sent through the 





mails. 

| On all the letters advertised at the various post 
offices of the country, the Government has now to 
pay. one cent for advertising, which is a dead 


| Mr. COLFAX. That isa provision made in | 
| this bill. 


John Smith & Co. write toa man to pay their | 


Smith & Co. to indorse on the letter the direction | 


Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina, from the Soe te Se Se ee ee ee 


|| and Post Roads might, with great advantage to 
| the revenues of the Department, provide for the 
'| return of all letters to the writers, with the post- 
|| age to be paid by them. 

Mr. COLFAX. It would require a large addi- 
| tion to the staff of the office to do that. That, 
| however, can be considered hereafter. 

| The bill was read the third time. 

Mr. COLFAX. I demand the previous ques- 
|| tion on the passage of the bill. 

'| The previous question was seconded, and tho 
|| main question anleneds and under its operation 
| the bill was passed. 

Mr. COLFAX moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that 
|| the motion to recongider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


CHARLES E. ANDERSON. 


|| Mr.MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
| mittee on Foreign Affairs, reported a bill for the 
|| relief of Charles E. Anderson; which was read & 
first and second time, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole Hause, and; with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 


SOLOMON WHIPPLE. 


| Mr. NIBLACK, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, made an adverse report in the case of Sol- 
omon Whipple, of Albany, New York; which 





j 
| 


| 
| 


MARIA BUNNELL. 


| Mr. NIBLACK. Iam directed by the Com- 
'| mittee on Patents to move that that committee be 
|| discharged from tKe further consideration of the 
petition of Maria Bunnell, widow of Isaiah Bun- 


nell, and that it be laid upon the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 


EXCUSED FROM SERVING ON A COMMITTEE. 


' 


Mr. CONKLING. Mr. Speaker, I find by 
the Globe that I am appointed as one of the mem- 
bers of the committee, raised under the resolution 


was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
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